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Mission Statement: To promote and increase 
access to education beyond high school for 
Georgians by delivering student financial aid 
information, services, and funding in a way that 
is fiscally responsible and understandable. 

“Helping Students Is Our Only Business”

Georgia Student Finance Commission



What is the Georgia Student Finance 
Commission?

• Bundled Agency

Administer state, lottery and private 
scholarship, grant and service cancelable loan 
programs

Federal Family Education Loan Program -
Lender

Federal Guarantor

• Provides a savings of over $2.2 million for the State 
of Georgia



GSFC Total Uses of Funds:  FY 2004

Service Cancelable 
Loans

$17,202,026

Scholarships & 
Grants

$435,057,627

Student Loans
$276,952,206

Program 
Administration
$19,703,163

Total:  $748,915,022



HOPE Scholarships and Grants: 
FYs 2000 -- 2004
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HOPE Scholarship and Grant Projections: 
FYs 2005 -- 2010
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HOPE Changes from HB 1325

• Freeze mandatory fee payment amounts at the 2003-
2004 award year;

• Combined 127 hour cap; 

• Establish spring eligibility check; 

• Three triggers in place to cut costs by reducing 
benefits if necessary;

• New “Early” HOPE – Accel Program; and

• GPA calculation computed by GSFC.



ACCEL PROGRAM 

Purpose:

• To accelerate progress toward earning a high school 
diploma and college degree.

• Starting HOPE clock ticking earlier: 
– Continues promise of providing the equivalent 

of a bachelor degree.



• Courses must be in one of the five CPC areas (English Language Arts, 
Mathematics, Science, Social Science, Foreign Language).

• Course Directory is available on GSFC’s Web site (www.gsfc.org).

• Electronic application for 2005-2006.

• Awards are restricted to regular academic year – No Summer Term.

• Neither hours nor grades are included in the 127 semester/190 quarter 
HOPE Attempted-Hours limit.

• Hours paid by Accel are included in the 127 semester/ 190 quarter 
HOPE Combined-Paid-Hours limit.

ACCEL PROGRAM 



Grade Point Average Change 

• Starting May 2007, GSFC will calculate HOPE GPAs for all 
students from transcript data supplied by high schools.

• The high school academic requirements for the HOPE 
Scholarship will be a 3.0 GPA on a 4.0 scale, rather than an 80 
numeric average, for all core curriculum courses.

• Weighting will be applied by GSFC for Advanced Placement and 
International Baccalaureate coursework only.

• New standard counts all core courses including failed courses 
and uses only a 4.0 grading scale.

• HOPE Scholars from 1993-2006 who did not begin receiving the 
HOPE Scholarship until after May 1, 2007 must meet the new 
requirement.



GAcollege411.org



“Soon our students will get another powerful tool to help 
them with the entire process of getting ready for college. 
It's called GAcollege411.”

“This website will provide students, parents and counselors 
the tools they need to stay on track for college. Using 
GAcollege411, students will be able to research Georgia 
colleges and careers, prepare for the SAT, apply for 
admission, submit transcripts and apply for financial aid -
all online.”

State of the State Address
Governor Sonny Perdue -- January 2005



The Strategic Vision
What We Are Building…

A Student Portal that will
Improve Access to and
Increase Participation in
Post Secondary Education offerings

A One-Stop Shop
to Help Students
Plan, Apply, and Pay for College

GAcollege411.org



Statewide Partners
Who are the Builders….

• Georgia Student Finance Commission
• Public Colleges
• Technical Colleges
• Private Colleges
• K-12
• Georgia’s 529 Savings Plan
• Governor’s Office
• Professional Standards Commission
• Public Libraries
• Georgia Association of School Counselors
• Private High Schools
• Georgia Public Broadcasting



Homepage



Portfolio Management



Career Center



Career Description w/Link to 
Colleges Offering Related Degrees



Student Planner



High School Planner - Output



Test Preparation



GA Colleges



College Fair - Comparisons



Campus Tour



Online Applications



Paying For College



College Savings Program



Adult Learner



Next Steps
www.GAcollege411.org

Online Applications

Electronic Transcripts 

SIS Integrations 

Georgia Customization

Marketing

Full Launch date of July 2005

Regional Presentations throughout the State.

Training



Questions


