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Purpose

Goal

Introduce different strategies and techniques for
engaging asynchronous and synchronous discussions

Take-Away

1. Learn steps to make engaging asynchronous
discussion questions and develop example prompts;

2. Identity favorite strategies for engaging
synchronous discussions, & apply to your courses.



Asynchronous
Environments



Why use discussion board questions?

= Provides community

= Mode for learning

= Discussion of confusing ideas
= Patterns of thought

= Assessment of concepts



What is a good question?

= Consider the following:
“Please list three items related to how adults learn.”

Or

“Please identity three items related to how adults learn,
describe how you have experienced each of these three
items, and pick one that you think was best for your learning

process and tell why.”



I [ B I =

Steps to designing a good question

Identity what needs to be learned
Develop a question that assesses that knowledge

Administer the question to small group of students or
colleagues (Iry it out!)

Analyze the results and make modifications
Give question to students

Analyze the results to determine if material was learned.
Make modifications for next time.
Repeat



The PEAR Approach

Based on Kolb’s Experiential Model

s Personal — Having a personal connection,
= Experience — related to their lived experience
s Active — they must do something (upper levels of Bloom)

= Reflective — and think about how it impacted them.



Concrete

Reflective
Observation
Watching

Kolb's Experience
learning Fochng
styles
Accommodating Diverging
(feel and do) (feel and watch)
CE/AE g @ CE/RO
5
2 B
. — 3y
Active Processing 8 ] Continuum
Experimentation — i . —_—p
Deing how we 5 § o things
- ]
]
g 3§
. d 3 —r
Converging Assimilating
(think and do) (think and watch)
AC/AE ACRO
Abstract

Conceptualisation

Thinking

@ conceptdavid kolb, adaptation axd design alan chaprman 200506, based on Kolb's leanung styles, 1984
Not bbesold or pablished. More free onlme traving wesoarces aw atvany businessballs com. Sole sk withuser.




AcCtivity

Create a question, related to your field, that
includes each of the PEAR components.
Share with a partner.



Additional steps . . .

s Connect your question to the reading
» Ask them to analyze concepts in the reading
» Make connections between theory or practice & personal lives
= Ask them to experiment with concept in the reading
» Have them tell what they would do differently
» Argue the opposite of a classmate’s position

= Respond to a classmate and tell why you agree or disagree.



Helpful Approaches

s Faculty - Have two deadlines; one for

responding to the prompt and the second for
replying to another students.

» Faculty - Use a rubric
s Provide Model Responses

s Students - When responding to another person’s
post, be sure to address the following:



Synchronous
Environments



Creating Community

Goal: Support students in
developing ability to critically
reason and communicate using
disciplinary language,

e Welcome videos
e Welcome Discussions
e Complete Online Profiles




[cebreakers

* Concentric Circles/
* Speed Dating
e Four Corners

 Pinwheel

* https.//symondsresearch.com/icebreakers-for-online-teaching/




Engaging Students
in Synchronous
Discussions

CatlinTucker.com






Plht of the Brilliant Socratic Q.




Think-Pair-Share

How do you usually structure
your synchronous online
discussions?

PAIR

(With a partner)

What do you or your students
struggle with?

THINK SHARE

(Yourself) (Whole class)

Type in the chat or share!
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Peninsular Campaign: Napoleon Invades Russia Popularity: 0
Catlin Example Questions

Do you think Napoleon could have won his Peninsular Campaign had he implemented different strategies,
used different methods, had more men? If you vote yes, justify your answer with specific details. If you vote no,
explain why you think he would have failed regardless of the changes in strategy, fighting methods, and
numbers.
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TQEs-Thoughts, Questions, Epiphanies

1. Students read allocated materials
2. Small Breakout Groups (15-20 minutes)

3. Each group chooses top 2 TQE’s and put them in
chat/whiteboard (5 minutes)

4. Large Group Discussion of TQEs



Guiding Discussions - Talk Moves

* | agree with what said
because .........coeenn......
* | want to add to what said,

[ think that............



Momentum - Snowball

1. Respond to prompt in Pairs
Respond to prompt in Fours

Respond to prompt in Eights
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Giving Students the Spotlight




Collaborative Note-Taking

Google Docs

Discussions List View Topic

Introduce Yourself! ~

»
? Includes assessment.

Please introduce yourself to the other graduate students enrolled in




Higher
Prep
Methods




1. Groups assigned SAME article
into SAME breakout group,
summarize and discuss it

together (Small Expert Group)




Jigsaw

2. Groups assigned DIFFERENT
articles combined in one
breakout to describe their
article in turn (Small Group)

3. Large Group Discussion pulls

out salient points from all

. articles.



Introduce Outside Opinions

‘Hat’ Full of Quotes




Functional Sub-Groups or Fishbowl




Debate or Case Studies




Capturing all Opinions/Back-Channel

Why Mentimeter How Features Pricing
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Mentimeter is an easy-to-use tool that makes facilitators and presenters look
like stars. No installations or downloads required - and it's free!

Explore
Slido

Empower your audience to ask

Get started for free Watch video

questions, vote in polls and be a
part of the discussion by using a
simple Q&A and polling tool.
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Activity - Reflect and Apply

1. Which of these strategies

appeals to you?

>. Pick one and develop it for
your Fall Courses
3. Share this idea in your

breakout room and come

up with 2 TQEs.







Thank you for
being with us
today.

Ty «h.r-’r-

GREAT!

KeepCalmAndPosters.com




