May 5, 2014
To whom it may concern:

The purpose of this letter is to describe my interactions with Dr. Pam Marek. I am a former student and undergraduate teaching assistant (UTA) of Kennesaw State University (KSU). I graduated from KSU with a Bachelor’s degree in Psychology and a minor in applied statistics and data analysis. I am currently enrolled at Georgia State University in the School of Public Health where I am studying Biostatitics. My journey to graduate school was highly influenced by the work that I accomplished with Dr. Marek. 

I first met Dr. Marek when I was a student attending the required research sequence for Psychology majors. She was a patient and enthusiastic teacher. She taught by using powerpoint slides and often checking in with students to ensure their comprehension of the material being covered. Her homework assignments and quizzes, while not easy, complimented the lectures by reinforcing the stated competency expectations for the chapter. Dr. Marek went to great lengths to provide flexible office hours to meet with students who needed further clarification of assignments or meetings with students who desired to investigate a subject more deeply. There was one occasion when she allowed students an extra class day to continue writing their research papers when they were overwhelmed with the task.

After completing the course, Dr. Marek invited me to work with her as an UTA. As a UTA, I worked closely with Dr. Marek to create quiz and homework materials, grade assignments, and monitor students’ research papers. Each week, Dr. Marek revised her lecture materials to ensure that the information she presented in class was both relevant and engaging. She is one of the few teachers that I have known who will actually take her own tests and walk herself through any assignment that she creates for students. I witnessed this firsthand. 

Dr. Marek also mentored me in my own research outside of the classroom. During her course, I had generated a testable hypothesis. Dr. Marek encouraged me to complete my experiment and present the results at a conference. With her guidance, I received IRB approval, conducted the experiment, analyzed the results, and presented a poster at a conference. I was not the only student during those semesters to pursue an independent study with Dr. Marek. She was always encouraging students to take ideas beyond the classroom. 

It is hard for me to describe all of the ways in which Dr. Marek influenced me during my time at KSU. After all, I worked beside Dr. Marek for several semesters. We connected as a teacher and student, mentor and mentee, and on a personal level—one woman scientist encouraging another woman. I highly respect the dedication she feels to her students and her almost unending patience with them. Any student has every opportunity to succeed when taking one of Dr. Marek’s classes. Without a doubt, my time with Dr. Marek inspired and prepared me for my time in graduate school at Georgia State University and shaped my undergraduate experience for the best.

Sincerely,
[bookmark: _GoBack]Samantha Lindsey Wotiz
