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May 23, 2014 

Dr. Mike Rogers
Assistant Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs
University System of Georgia
270 Washington Street, SW
Atlanta, GA 30334-1450

Dear Dr. Rogers and Awards Selection Committee:

It is my great pleasure to nominate Dr. Pam Marek, Professor of Psychology at Kennesaw State University, for the 2015 Regents’ Teaching Excellence Award. Dr. Marek is an outstanding teacher, combining scholarly teaching, a deep dedication to mentoring, and a commitment to the scholarship of teaching and learning.

[bookmark: _GoBack]As her documentation shows, Dr. Marek utilizes many techniques to engage students, combining rigor with creativity and enthusiasm. In addition, she mentors her students into becoming researchers, formulating their own research questions, determining the best kind of evidence to answer it, collecting and analyzing data, and disseminating their results. This exceptional dedication does not go unnoticed by her student. Samantha Wotiz states: “My time with Dr. Marek inspired and prepared me for my time in graduate school at Georgia State University and shaped my undergraduate experience for the best.” Juliana Dumas adds: “She has inspired me to excel not only in the courses I have taken with her, but also in my other courses.” And in her unsolicited email, Elise Mitchell calls Dr. Marek “a blessing for the Psychology department.”

Her ripples extend beyond the classroom. Dr. Sharon Pearcey, Psychology Chair, attributes much of the department’s success in general education courses, as well as its research methods, experimental psychology class, and senior seminar, to Dr. Marek’s work assessing learning outcomes. She also notes Dr. Marek’s contributions in updating the Psychology major according to the new guidelines from the American Psychological Association. Similarly, Dr. Andrew Christopher notes her national achievements in promoting scholarly teaching as Associate Editor of the SoTL journal Teaching of Psychology, and how she acts as an educator over an editor in that process.

Dr. Marek is a role model for teaching excellence. Her outstanding teaching was recognized at the campus level in 2013 when her colleagues selected her as the KSU Foundation Distinguished Teaching award recipient.

Sincerely,


W. Kenneth Harmon, DBA
Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs
1000 Chastain Road – MD 0104 – KH – Bldg. 1 – Rm. 4429 – Kennesaw, GA  30144-5591 
Phone:  770-423-6023 – Fax:  770-423-6752 – www.kennesaw.edu
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