May 5, 2014

Dr. Mike Rogers
Assistant Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs
University System of Georgia
270 Washington Street, SW
Atlanta, GA 30334-1450

Dr. Rogers,

     I am writing in support of Dr. Pam Marek's nomination for the Regents’ Teaching Excellence Award.  Dr. Marek has a clear commitment to both her students and the discipline.  Her teaching and mentoring, scholarship, and professional service are integrated with the common goal of student learning and success.  I feel that Dr. Marek's accomplishments merit strong consideration for this award.

Teaching, Supervision, and Mentoring
     Dr. Marek states in her teaching philosophy, "ongoing development is a prerequisite to effective teaching.”  She clearly demonstrates this premise by her involvement in professional activities specifically geared towards both improving her teaching and mentoring others in her techniques.  She has attended and presented at well over a dozen National and Regional teaching related conferences including the National Institute on the Teaching of Psychology and the Southeastern Conference on the Teaching of Psychology.

     Dr. Marek has taught a wide variety of courses here at KSU.  She subscribes to an active learning approach using a multimodal technique for teaching and assessment methods including quizzes, videos, student response systems, discussions, and group work.  In addition, she is known as one of the most challenging faculty members in the department and one of the most dedicated to student success.

     I have had the opportunity to observe Dr. Marek’s teaching.  As I walked into the classroom, one student recognized me a visitor and stated, “you are in the best class ever.”  At that point, I knew I was in for an enjoyable evening.  Dr. Marek had a clear focus on active learning.  She began class with a quiz on the material that was assigned using item response remotes.  This was a non-graded quiz that seemed to get students focused and sparked discussion on the topics for the evening.  Throughout the lecture, she consistently engaged the class by asking questions.  Students seemed to feel comfortable speaking out in the class environment.  This is often a dynamic that is difficult to achieve.  Her lecture was enriched with an in-class group activity and a short video.  I was impressed with Dr. Marek’s preparation, enthusiasm, and emphasis on student learning.
 
     Student mentoring is an area in which Dr. Marek truly stands out.  Dr. Marek has worked with dozens of students here at KSU and at previous institutions on research projects that have resulted in at least 13 publications and 45 presentations with student collaborators.  Her presentations with students have been at National and Regional conferences as well as undergraduate conferences.  Her mentoring is unselfish in that she works with students on their original projects rather than having them assist her with her own research agenda.  Although this is very time consuming, it demonstrates her commitment to students being involved in the research process.  As we know, research experience is often a key factor in gaining admission to graduate school.  Dr. Marek provides an invaluable opportunity for many of our students here at KSU.

Scholarship and Service related to Teaching
     Dr. Marek’s main area of research is the Scholarship of Teaching and Learning (SoTL).  She has been very prolific publishing over a dozen research articles in this area as well as many supplemental supporting materials such as instructor's resources and online laboratory activities.  Her most recent research focus has been on assessment of student learning.  One of her current projects assesses the effectiveness of short writing workshops on APA style writing.  In addition, she is collaborating with another faculty member on a project that compares the use of interactive computerized modules that provide immediate feedback with traditional pencil-and­ paper worksheets in learning statistics.  If this project is successful, the modules could be integrated into online and hybrid, as well as face to face classes.  As demonstrated by her research interests, Dr. Marek is dedicated to student learning.

     Dr. Marek’s service to the university and profession also has been focused on student learning and teaching.  She has been the co-coordinator of our research sequence for several years and, as our department's assessment coordinator, she has been integral in coordinating our assessment of learning in these courses.  Her work on our assessment committee deserves a special comment.  During her term as our committee chair, she has been an invaluable asset to our assessment program.  We are now assessing learning outcomes in our general education courses, as well as our research methods, experimental psychology class, and senior seminar.  Because of Dr. Marek’s work, I feel that this is an area in which our department excels.
     
     As a member of our curriculum committee, she was involved in reorganizing our curriculum to mirror the American Psychological Association's guidelines for the undergraduate  psychology major.  In addition, Dr. Marek has been actively involved in our Georgia Undergraduate Research Conference housed here at KSU. We are now in our 12th year of the conference, which typically brings over 100 participants from Georgia and several neighboring states.
	
     Dr. Marek has established a national reputation with her service to the profession in the area of SoTL. She is the Methods and Techniques section Editor for Teaching of Psychology and a reviewer for the Psi Chi Journal of Undergraduate Research and Teaching of Psychology.  In addition, she is an Advisory Board member for the Online Psychology Lab (OPL) and has completed her fifth year as a reader for Advanced Placement Exam in Psychology.

Concluding Remarks
     All of Dr. Marek's contributions to the university and profession revolve around the hub of teaching.  Her dedication and commitment to the students and learning make her an outstanding candidate for this award.  Please let me know if I can provide you with any additional information.
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Sincerely,
[bookmark: _GoBack]


Sharon M. Pearcey
Sharon M. Pearcey, PhD
Chair, Department of Psychology
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