May 4, 2014

Dr. Mike Rogers
Assistant Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs, University System of Georgia
270 Washington Street, SW, Atlanta, GA 30334-1450

Dear Dr. Rogers,

It is an honor to write this letter of recommendation for Dr. Pam Marek in support of her nomination for the Regents' Teaching Excellence Award. I first took a research course with Dr. Marek in 2011 and have since had the pleasure of getting to know her very well. I was a student in three of her courses and served as her Undergraduate Teaching Assistant (UTA) in two courses. Additionally, under Dr. Marek's supervision, I conducted independent student research and have presented research studies twice in the Georgia Undergraduate Research in Psychology conference. I became a UTA and participated in these research opportunities because of her motivation. Dr. Marek is extremely dedicated to teaching, she challenges students to set high educational goals, and she provides encouragement and the means to achieve those goals. She has inspired me to excel not only in the courses I have taken with her, but also in my other courses at Kennesaw State University. Therefore, it is my most sincere belief that she should be awarded this honor.

Dr. Marek is an excellent communicator, and she includes many approaches in her classes to facilitate student learning and success. Understanding that she is presenting difficult material, Dr. Marek uses fun, attention grabbing, and meaningful ways to convey information to her students. She uses memorable examples to explain complex concepts. She asks questions throughout her classes to motivate students to stay engaged during class. Dr. Marek creates an environment in which students feel that they can freely ask questions during classes, and she ends her classes with a brief review of the information that was discussed to further strengthen her students' understanding and memory for the material. She also regularly includes class participation activities to help students learn the information during class time. Depending on the course, these class activities include worksheets with statistical calculations, fill-in-the-blank study sheets, and question and answer study sessions. I have attended many of her classes, both as a student and as a UTA, and I have found that one of Dr. Marek's greatest strengths is her ability to sense the mood of the students in class and to react in a manner that keeps students attentive and interested. In addition to her exceptional classroom skills, she makes herself available outside of the scheduled class time for those students who need additional guidance. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Dr. Marek has played a major role in my educational career at Kennesaw State University. Before meeting Dr. Marek, I did not participate in any extracurricular activities. She introduced me to opportunities that I did not know were available to students and motivated me to participate in undergraduate teaching assistantships, undergraduate research, and research presentations. As a UTA for Dr. Marek, I had the unique opportunity to observe her lecturing to other students and to work with her on various teaching projects. Dr. Marek makes a point to include her UTA in all aspects of the teaching experience. Rather than just using me to enter grades in the system, she actually gave me the opportunity to learn how to become a great teacher. I was able to experience grading quizzes, assisting students with lab activities, finding errors in papers, presenting lectures to students, and providing study sessions to students. Furthermore, the guidance that she provided to me during every step of my student research project was invaluable and guaranteed my success throughout the research process. Without Dr. Marek's inspiration, I am certain that I would not have enjoyed the rich educational experience that I did at KSU.

In closing, I enthusiastically recommend that Dr. Pam Marek be selected as a recipient for the Regents' Teaching Excellence Award. Dr. Marek is highly dedicated to the success of her students, and she should be recognized for her ability to inspire her students to achieve such great success. Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,
Juliana Dumas
Juliana Dumas
507 Magnum Court, Woodstock, GA  30188
(404) 547-2586
