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“sage on the stage” model for students’ own benefit. However, in practice, it is 

structural incentives for students to view the classroom as the instructor’s 

them review one another’s assignments, and share with them the class’s best work. Encourage and 

classmates’ questions are not 

that have been carefully refined over several semesters: instead of the typical “post X times” or 
“review X classmates”, students are provided multiple routes to earn credit in th

in for answering classmates’ questions or 
reviewing peers’ work more rapidly to get students quicker feedback. 
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Below are brief descriptions of three teaching innovations employed in Dr. Joyner’s classes.

based learning. Dr. Joyner’s 

Of specific note are these unique innovations of the course’s design:
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In 2017, Dr. Joyner launched his third course and the College of Computing’s first onl

, chapter 3.2 begins with shots of the instructor discussing the chapter’s general 

lesson loaded with all code shown in the lessons’ videos. This allows them to play around with the 

Hill’s SmartBook 

is great for ‘perusing’ and recapping, whereas the video lecture is better for initial consumption.
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More information can be found by seeing the reviews for David Joyner’s classes left at 

ts’ 
questions; Instructor’s ability to stimulate my interest in the subject matter; Instructor’s availability 
for consultation; Instructor’s clarity in discussing or presenting course material; Instructor’s level of 

structor’s respect and concern for students; You learned a 
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amine how the class’s design implements usability principles like equity, flexibility, 

provide a brief evaluation of the class to endorse the class’s value for such an analysis.
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support of his nomination for the Regents’ Teaching Excellence Award for Online 
Teaching. I feel as though I am in a somewhat unique position to judge Dr. Joyner’s 

As background, I’ve been a faculty member at Augusta University now for over 13 

announced the creation of their online Master’s in Computer Science, I felt it would 



“engaged” by the instructor

In this course, David’s video lectures were very professionally done, but they were 

impressed. Online learning was no longer simply a recorded “sage on a 
stage” followed by graded 

From there, I actively sought out and took each of David’s courses (three of —

experiences at Georgia Tech justified my investment, David’s were special and 

art on his course. I’m not an HCI expert and have never 
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they are much better for this. Perhaps more impactful, though, we’ve been able to 
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To whom it may concern: 

I wish to nominate Dr. David Joyner for the Regents’ Teaching Excellence Award for Online Teaching. 

I am a former student of Dr. David Joyner's edX CS1301x Intro to Computing with Python. Through the 
MOOC, Dr. Joyner has made unparalleled contributions to Georgia Tech's undergraduate computer 
science community. With the growing popularity of learning computer science comes issues with 
overcrowding in traditional classroom settings, and Dr. Joyner's course is the most viable solution to this 
problem.  

Aside from sustainability, it is also an innovative solution that seeks to challenge how computer science 
concepts are currently taught and delivered to students. More specifically, Dr. Joyner's course is 
innovative in that it addresses and practically applies many educational technology research 
methodologies such as instructional scaffolding and transfer. As a student, it was immediately obvious 
how much thought Dr. Joyner put into building the course to increase students' engagement 
and understanding of Python. 

As I am almost halfway through college, Dr. Joyner's CS1301x course remains as the coolest course I 
have taken at Georgia Tech. In view of his distinguished career and dedication to bettering education on 
an infrastructural level, it is only the most appropriate to award the Regents’ Teaching Excellence Award 
for Online Teaching to Dr. David Joyner. 

Sincerely, 

Nina Qin 

Georgia Tech Class of 2020 

Industrial Engineering 



November 18, 2018 
 
 
Dear Regents Committee, 
 
I am delighted to recommend Dr. David Joyner for the “Regents’ Teaching Excellence Awards for Online 
Teaching”.  I have had the opportunity to work with Dr. Joyner both as a student in three of his courses, as well as in 
his role handling the teaching assistants for the Online Master of Science in Computer Science (OMSCS) program at 
the Georgia Institute of Technology. 
 
I took three courses from him: 

 CS6460 Educational Technology (Spring 2016) 
 CS7637 Knowledge Based Artificial Intelligence (Summer 2016) 
 CS6750 Human Computer Interface (Fall 2016) 

 
My experience working with Dr. Joyner has been exemplary.  In addition to being an extremely intelligent 
instructor, he is also remarkably talented at communicating and working with students.  His courses, without a 
doubt, are the best executed courses that I had the privilege of taking in the OMS program – which is high praise 
indeed given the very good instruction provided by the program. 
 
One thing that stands out for me with his classes is that while taking them there is a sense that nothing is 
overwhelming – the flow of his courses is brisk but uniform, his expectations are clearly laid out, his feedback clear 
and lucid.  When issues arose during the execution of the classes, he quickly adapted to the changing circumstances 
in a way that demonstrated strong professionalism, flexibility, and a dedication to providing the best instruction 
possible.  When the courses were done and I looked back at what I had learned, I was astounded at the sheer amount 
of information that I not only learned but retained.  I have certainly had classes in which just as much material was 
presented, but in a less well-structured fashion, which I found leads to poorer retention.  Thus, I found his courses to 
be highly valuable.  I have recommended, and continue to recommend his courses to students in the OMS program. 
 
Working with him in my capacity as a teaching assistant, I have found him to be easy to work with, highly 
approachable, diligent, and ultimately concerned about the well-being of the program TAs as well as the students in 
the program. 
 
Since graduating from the OMSCS program, I have collaborated with him on our SIGCSE 2019 paper 
“Collaboration versus Cheating: Reducing Code Plagiarism in an Online MS Computer Science Program.”  His 
assistance in this collaboration was instrumental in the paper’s acceptance in a pre-eminent conference in Computer 
Science Education. 
 
One final observation on the value of him as an instructor: the Educational Technology class helped me realize the 
sheer joy that I found in doing research, in explaining concepts and materials from my own field to others, and 
ultimately encouraged me to continue on to pursue my PhD, which I am now doing at the University of British 
Columbia.  His Human Computer Interface class inspired, albeit indirectly, my research direction in semantic file 
systems.  No other instructor in the program did more to encouraging me to pursue further education than Dr. 
Joyner. 
 
Thus, without reservations, I am happy to recommend him and his work to you as worthy of receiving your 
recognition for the amazing contributions he has made to Georgia Tech and to the entire USG system. 
 
Regards, 
 
 
 
 
William Anthony Mason 
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advanced technology like AI and by asserting student’s understating of the science behind the subject 
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