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Test Plan for Academic Release 1.23 
Preparation for Testing 
Academic Release 1.23 and Data Collections ETL (ZADMETL) 1.3 must be applied to your TEST 
database to prepare for testing. Please follow the steps below to prepare for testing the release: 

Step 1 

Apply Academic Release 1.23 to the Banner database using the parameters for Spring MT 20264. 

Step 2 

Set up and/or identify test cases for testing the extraction and editor. 

Step 3 

In Banner, run the Data Collection Extraction process (ZADMETL) from Banner Job Submission 
(GJAPCTL). 

Step 4 

Turn on the ITS version of GlobalProtect VPN. For download, install, and login instructions, email 
DW_Test@usg.edu. 

Step 5 

Run the USG Extract in the TEST environment using the following URL: 

https://appst.ds.usg.edu/ords/f?p=38576 

Step 6 

Review the Data Submission Error report to validate changes included in the release in the Cognos 
TEST environment using the following URL: 

https://analyticst.ds.usg.edu/bi/ 
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Instructional Delivery Code – SEC025 and 
Course Section Technology – SEC024 

Purpose 
Recent changes to program delivery mode definitions under the DMA Enhancement Project required a 
review of course section codes and definitions. After discussions with campuses, it was determined that 
codes should be streamlined to better reflect current practices. 

Beginning with the Spring 2026 Mid-Term (MT) 20264 Academic Data Collection, the valid values and 
validation rules for Instructional Delivery Code (SEC025) have been updated, and the collection of 
Course Section Technology (SEC024) will be discontinued. 

Functionality delivered with this release: 
Academic Release 1.23 includes the discontinuation of the following Instructional Delivery Code valid 
values: 

• T – Technology Enhanced 
• E – Entirely at a Distance 

The following Instructional Delivery Code valid values descriptions have been updated to better reflect 
current practices: 

• F – Fully at a distance - All instruction is delivered via technology. The course does not require 
students to travel to a classroom for instruction; however, it might require students to travel to a 
site to attend a course orientation or to take exams. (NOTE: This is generally equivalent to 
delivering more than 95 percent of sessions via technology.) 

• P – Predominately at a distance - Technology is used to deliver 51 percent or more of 
scheduled class sessions, but at least one visit to a classroom (or similar site) for instruction is 
required. 

• H – At most HALF at a distance - Technology is used to deliver 50 percent or less of 
scheduled class sessions, but at least one class session is replaced by technology. 

Validation Rule VSEC037 – Instructional Delivery Code is required if Course Section Technology is not 
NULL – has been inactivated. 

Note: The Instructional Method Banner value of ‘T – Technology enhanced’ or any other Banner or 
translated value that is not F, P, H, or E will automatically be collected and reported as NULL without 
translation. A NULL or blank value will be reported as Technology-Enhanced In-Person courses. 
Validation Rule VSEC036 will trigger if the Banner value or translated value is E. The Instructional 
Method Banner value of ‘E – Entirely at a Distance’ must be translated to Regents Value ‘F – Fully at a 
Distance’ under SOAXREF translation label RGTINSM. 

As part of Academic Release 1.23, the collection of Course Section Technology (SEC024) has been 
discontinued, and all associated valid values and validation rules have been inactivated. 
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Test Scenarios: 
Test Scenario 1: Updated Data Elements 

In Cognos, generate the Data Element Dictionary using the Data Dictionary > Download PDF option. 
Verify that the following highlighted changes exist for Instructional Delivery Code (SEC025) in the DED: 

Testing successful? (check one) ☐ Yes     ☐ No 

Spring MT 20264 ADC Academic Release 1.23 Test Plan | January 2026 Page 3 



 

     

  
  

 

      

 

  

Verify that Course Section Technology (SEC024) has been decommissioned with an Effective Terms-
End date of 20262. 

Testing successful? (check one) ☐ Yes     ☐ No 
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Test Scenario 2: Updated Reference Table Report 
In Cognos, generate the USG Common Reference Report using the Reference Tables > USG Common Reference Report option. 
Verify that the following highlighted changes exist for COURSE_SECTION_TECHNOLOGY_CODE and 
INSTRUCTIONL_DELIVRY_CODE in the report: 

Testing successful? (check one) ☐ Yes     ☐ No 
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Test Scenario 3: ZADMETL 
Run the ZADMETL process for parameter value A to generate output for ADC. Review the .lis file to 
verify that all ZADMETL steps show the status “SUCCESS.” If ZADMETL is completed successfully, 
this test scenario is successful. 

Testing successful? (check one) ☐ Yes     ☐ No 

Test Scenario 4a: Instructional Delivery Code - Cognos Table Dump 
Report 

If ZADMETL completed successfully in Test Scenario 2, run the ADC extraction and verify that it runs 
successfully. 
In Cognos, navigate to Submission Status > Submission Summary > Submission Term: 20264 – MT > 
Course > Section (ods_admcrs_section_mimic) > View / Download to review the Table Dump – Course 
Section report. 
Review the Spring MT 20264 (202602) courses that were collected with ‘F’ as the 
INSTRUCTIONL_DELIVRY_CODE to verify that the collected courses match the number of expected 
courses with the Instructional Method Banner value or translated value of ‘F.’ 
Review the Spring MT 20264 (202602) courses that were collected with ‘H’ as the 
INSTRUCTIONL_DELIVRY_CODE to verify that the collected courses match the number of expected 
courses with the Instructional Method Banner value or translated value of ‘H.’ 
Review the Spring MT 20264 (202602) courses that were collected with ‘P’ as the 
INSTRUCTIONL_DELIVRY_CODE to verify that the collected courses match the number of expected 
courses with the Instructional Method Banner value or translated value of ‘P.’ 

Testing successful? (check one) ☐ Yes     ☐ No 

Test Scenario 4b: Course Section Technology - Cognos Table Dump 
Report 

Follow the instructions in Test Scenario 4a to confirm that no values were collected for 
COURSE_SECTION_TECHNOLOGY. 

Testing successful? (check one) ☐ Yes     ☐ No 

Test Scenario 5: Cognos Data Submission Errors 
In Cognos, navigate to Data Submission Errors > Institution Summary > Submission Term: 20264 – MT 
> Course > Section (ods_admcrs_section_mimic) > View / Download to review the Data Submission 
Errors report for the validation errors related to Instructional Delivery Code (SEC025) and Course 
Section Technology (SEC024). 
Verify that the following validation errors were not received for Instructional Delivery Code (SEC025): 

VSEC036 - Instructional Delivery Code must be a valid value or NULL. 
VSEC037 - Instructional Delivery Code is required if Course Section Technology is not NULL. 

Testing successful? (check one) ☐ Yes     ☐ No 
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__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Verify that the following validation errors were not received for Course Section Technology (SEC024) 
VSEC034 - Course Section Technology is required if Instructional Delivery Code is E, F, P, H, or T. 
VSEC035 - Course Section Technology must be a valid value. 

Testing successful? (check one) ☐ Yes     ☐ No 

Test Scenario 6: OPTIONAL 
Record the number of Spring MT 20264 (202602) courses that were collected with ‘H’ as the 
INSTRUCTIONL_DELIVRY_CODE. Also record the number of Spring MT 20264 (202602) courses that 
were collected as NULL (blank). 
In Banner, navigate to the SOAXREF translation label RGTINSM. Temporarily change the Instructional 
Method Regents Value ‘H’ to a code that is not F, P, or H (i.e., ‘O’) and save the record. 

Run the ZADMETL process for parameter value A to generate output for ADC. Review the .lis file to 
verify that all ZADMETL steps show the status “SUCCESS.” If ZADMETL completed successfully, run 
the ADC extraction. Verify that the ADC extraction runs successfully. 

In Cognos, navigate to Submission Status > Submission Summary > Submission Term: 20264 – MT > 
Course > Section (ods_admcrs_section_mimic) > View / Download to review the Table Dump – Course 
Section report. 
Review the Spring MT 20264 (202602) courses that were collected as NULL (blank) for 
INSTRUCTIONL_DELIVRY_CODE. Verify that the number of NULL courses is the sum of the previous 
NULL courses plus the number of courses with the Instructional Method Banner value or translated 
value of ‘H.’ 
Verify that the following validation errors were not received for Instructional Delivery Code (SEC025): 

VSEC036 - Instructional Delivery Code must be a valid value or NULL. 

Testing successful? (check one) ☐ Yes     ☐ No 

If you changed the Regents Value for Test Scenario 6, please revert the translation back to ‘H’. 
If testing was unsuccessful, please explain the issues in detail here: 

Signature:   ___________________________________________________ 
Title:  ___________________________________________________ 
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Appendix A: Document Change History 
This section details the history of the document and updates made for each modification. 

Release and Date Form/Process Page Update Description 

December 11, 2025 N/A N/A Initial release of beta test plan. 
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