Calculating the English Placement Index (EPI) and the
Mathematics Placement Index (MPI)
[After the formulas for these indices were developed, the Compass placement tests
(Compass scores are used in some of the formulas) were discontinued and were
replaced by Accuplacer placement tests. For purposes of calculating indices,
Accuplacer test scores must be converted to Compass test scores.]
[Similarly, the traditional SAT has been replaced by the “new” SAT. For purposes of
calculating indices, “new” SAT scores (Reading Test, Mathematics Test) must be
converted to “old” SAT (Verbal/Critical Reading, Mathematics scores.]
A Mathematics Placement Index (MPI) and an English Placement Index (EPI) will be
calculated based on High School Grade Point Average (HSGPA), SAT or ACT and,
when indicated, the COMPASS placement test or other approved placement test.
Indices will be composed of:
1.
2.
3.
4.

HSGPA and SAT/ACT - when both are available
HSGPA and COMPASS - when SAT/ACT are not available
SAT/ACT and COMPASS - when HSGPA is not available
COMPASS - when neither HSGPA nor SAT/ACT is available

For some students placement test scores add some additional information over that
contained in HSGPA and SAT/ACT; those students will be required to take the
appropriate placement tests. The placement test scores will be combined with the
HSGPA and SAT/ACT and the resultant EPI or MPI will be used to determine students’
Learning Support or collegiate placement.
When placement testing is required, the Accuplacer Elementary Algebra test will be
used for math placement, with the Accuplacer test score being converted to a Compass
Algebra test score for use in the formulas. The Accuplacer Reading Comprehension
and Accuplacer WritePlacer tests will be used for English placement, with scores on
these tests being converted to Compass Reading and Compass eWrite test scores for
use in the formulas.
EPIs and MPIs may be calculated as listed below.
For the purposes of calculating placement indices, it is recommended that scores be no
older than the maximums listed below. Institutions have the option to accept older
scores and HSGPA.

There are multiple was to calculate EPI and MPI depending on the information available
about a student.
For institutions that require SAT or ACT for admission:

For institutions that do not require SAT or ACT for admission:

Students with EPIs and MPIs equal to or greater than the minimum collegiate placement
index scores listed below will be placed directly into the appropriate gateway college
course(s). Note that because a higher level of preparation is required for success in
Math 1111, a higher MPI will be required for direct placement into that course.

