
University System of Georgia 
RESEARCH ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE ON RESEARCH (RACR) 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE meeting 
MINUTES 

Meeting Date: March 19, 2025 Time: 4pm Location: MS Teams 
 
 
Attendees: Joanne Ardovini, Heather Abbott-Lyon (guest), Dylan Goldblatt (guest), Tim 
Lieuwen, Debbie Ridley, Karin Scarpinato, David Weindorf 
Apologies: Michael Diamond 

 

1. Karin Scarpinato, Ph.D., VP for Research at Kennesaw State University, RACR Chair 

welcomed the Executive Committee group and called the meeting to order. 

2. Karin Scarpinato started discussion of the Asset Map – Gateway to Research 

Excellence draft presented by Dylan Goldblatt, Ph.D., AI Strategist and Applied 

Researcher, Kennesaw State University and Heather Abbott-Lyon, Interim Director 

of Research Development, Kennesaw State University. Dr. Ardovini reminded the 

group of the dashboards that exist on the academic site and brought up the 

possibility to expand these to research. 

a. Go to: researchmap.xyz. 

b. Next Step: Give feedback on what should be included on the platform. 

3. Karin Scarpinato’s updated the Executive Committee group regarding the in-person 

meeting held March 6-7, 2025, at Georgia Southern University/Armstrong Campus 

in Savannah, Georgia, with feedback received from Dr. Spirou in the System’s 

office. Topics included: 

a. Bi-annual in-person: Fall meeting: Rowen? Spring meeting: Kennesaw.  



i. Next Step: Karin Scarpinato will put out a call for open discussion with 

the Full Committee members. 

b. Co-liaison for research: Michael Rothlisberger, AVC Academic Strategy & 

Analytics 

c. USG-sponsored summer program for researchers from smaller institutions: 

encouraged to pursue 

d. Enterprise licenses-cost analysis: the USG IT office is looking into this 

possibility. Questions on shared library resources came up that will be 

followed up on. 

e. Invite GA legislature to RACR: revisit after next Full Committee meeting.  

f. Memorandum on dangerous drugs: remains with USG legislature, no 

movement due to other obligations 

g. David Weindorf, Ph.D., VP for Research at Georgia Southern University 

discussed the survey results on the in-person meeting at GSU as positive 

and informative. 

4. EC members discussed updates on impact from federal changes. 

5. Karin Scarpinato discussed nominations for new Executive Board members as 

Joanne Ardovini and Michael Diamond are both rotating out of the RACR Executive 

Committee and replacements need to be identified. 

6. The meeting adjourned at 4:41 PM. 
 
 
Upcoming Executive Committee meetings 
Wednesday, April 16, 2025, 4pm 
Wednesday, June 18, 2025, 4pm 
 

Upcoming Full Member meetings 
Wednesday, May 21, 2025, 4pm 
 


