University System of Georgia
RESEARCH ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE ON RESEARCH (RACR)
Fullmember meeting
Minutes

Meeting Date: 11/20/24 Time: 4pm Location: \ MS Teams

Attendees: Donna Balding, Christopher Davidson, Michael Diamond, Donald Hamelberg,
Charles Johnson, Marcus Johnson, Nirmal Joshee, Ebrahim Khosravi, Christopher King,
Timothy Lieuwen, Brian Mossier, Yesem Kurt-Peker, Carol Pride, Debbie Ridley, Rob Roy,
Karin Scarpinato, Holly Verhasselt, Todd Water, David Weindorf, Louise Wrensford, Chuchu
Wu, Mei Zhang

1.

Karin Scarpinato, Ph.D., RACR Chair, welcomed the group and called the meeting to
order. She welcomed the newest member Nirmal Joshee (Fort Valley State
University) to the committee. Dr. Hamelberg asked to have the spelling of his name
corrected.
Karin asked for nominations or (Self) nomination for Executive Committee member
as Kadian Leslie (RACR Adhoc Executive Committee member) is leaving and a
replacement is needed. If interested reach out to Karin.
Christopher Davidson, State Archivist/Associate Vice Chancellor, Georgia Archives,
BoR joined the RACR as a guest and presented on data/document storage provided
by his team. Slides are provided. Highlights are:
a. help all state agencies including the board of regions; documents need
requiring permanent storage
b. each university has an assigned record management officer
c. local services including version management, preservation, including
reformatting and conservation, records management
d. Aform exists to request destruction of records
e. Schedule for records, including those for research can be found on their
website, currently research includes records related to integrity, grant
proposals and awards and scientific misconduct
f. Possibility to store research-related data; next step: work with individuals
record management officers in your institution
g. Sensitive information can be handled, as required by law
Nest Step: Verify designated Records Management Officer and coordinate research
resource management
Karin mentioned the new website:
https://www.usg.edu/committees/view/regents_advisory_council_on_research_racr
And invited discussion on content that should be included. The website is public
facing. Please send suggestions for content to Karin.
Karin mentioned the new listserv : RACR-L@listserv.uga.edu that is now in use.
Please send any personnel changes to Karin, so the listserv can stay updated.
Karin gave an update on the APLU conference held in Orlando, Florida, with this
year’s theme, Our Public Purpose, to explore how public universities can better fulfill




their mission to serve society and address the most pressing challenges of our

time. Discussions at the APLU focused on anticipated, upcoming changes in the
funding landscape and the need to improvements in communicating the impact and
value of research.

7. Karin mentioned the two excel spreadsheets that were distributed to (a) collect
research software used at each institution, and (b) responsibilities of staff in the
research office at each institution. For (a), the intent is to create an inventory and
possibly pursue enterprise-level software purchases. For (b), the intentis to
compare roles and allow institutions with a growing research portfolio to obtain
information from well-established institutions. Please send your information to
Karin no later than end of calendar year.

8. David Weindorf talked about the in-person RACR meeting, scheduled for March 6
and 7, 2025 on the Armstrong Campus in Savannah. Participants will be
driving/flying in the morning of March 6, with sessions, tours and dinner in the
afternoon/dinner and will follow with more sessions the following morning,
departure around noon. Please send suggestions for agenda items. Don’t forget
to RSVP here.

9. Send suggestions for future external speakers at RACR to Karin.

10. Meeting adjourned at 4:54pm

Upcoming Full Member meetings
Wednesday, August 21, 2024, 4pm
Wednesday, November 20, 2024, 4pm
Wednesday, February 19, 2025, 4pm
Wednesday, May 21, 2025, 4pm

Upcoming Executive Committee meetings
Friday, July 19, 2024, 4pm

Friday, September 20, 2024, 4pm
Wednesday, October 16, 2024, 4pm
Wednesday, December 18, 2024, 4pm
Wednesday, January 15, 2025, 4pm
Wednesday, March 19, 2025, 4pm
Wednesday, April 16, 2025, 4pm
Wednesday, June 18, 2025, 4pm



