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An	  adult	  with	  a	  bachelor’s	  degree	  can	  expect	  to	  
earn	  more	  than	  $	  million	  more	  over	  a	  life<me	  than	  

an	  adult	  with	  a	  high	  school	  diploma.	  
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Difference	  in	  Median	  Annual	  Wage	  Earnings	  Between	  Bachelor’s	  Degree-‐
Holders	  and	  Residents	  with	  Just	  a	  High	  School	  Diploma	  –	  25	  to	  64	  Year	  Olds	  

(2010)	  
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High	  School	  Graduate	  or	  GED Associate's	  Degree Bachelor's	  Degree

	  
Median	  Annual	  Wage	  Earnings	  by	  Level	  of	  Educa<on	  A\ained	  25	  

to	  64	  Year	  Olds	  (2010)	  
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The	  Emerging	  Policy	  Triangle	  

Educa<on	  
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Georgia = $32,485, United States = $34,045.  Figures in 2011 Dollars. 
Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, 2007-11 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates. 

Median	  Annual	  Earnings	  for	  Popula<on	  Age	  25	  and	  Over	  with	  Some	  College	  
or	  an	  Associates	  Degree,	  2007-‐11	  
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Georgia = $49,673, United States = $49,683.  Figures in 2011 Dollars. 
Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, 2007-11 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates. 

Median	  Annual	  Earnings	  for	  Popula<on	  Age	  25	  and	  Over	  with	  a	  Bachelors	  
Degree,	  2007-‐11	  
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Georgia = $5,769, United States = $6,405.  Figures in 2011 Dollars. 
Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, 2007-11 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates. 

Difference	  in	  Median	  Annual	  Earnings	  for	  Popula<on	  Age	  25	  and	  Over:	  	  Some	  
College	  or	  Associates	  Degree	  and	  High	  School	  Diploma	  but	  No	  College,	  
2007-‐11	  
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$4,525 to $6,549
$2,307 to $4,525

-$10,046 to $2,307
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Georgia = $22,957, United States = $22,043.  Figures in 2011 Dollars. 
Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, 2007-11 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates. 

Difference	  in	  Median	  Annual	  Earnings	  for	  Popula<on	  Age	  25	  and	  Over:	  	  
Bachelor’s	  Degree	  and	  High	  School	  Diploma	  but	  No	  College,	  2007-‐11	  
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$22,498 to $41,742
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-$7,935 to $12,315
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Educa<onal	  A\ainment	  
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Georgia = 33.2%, United States = 31.2% 
Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, 2006-10 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates. 

Percent	  of	  Popula<on	  Age	  18-‐24	  with	  a	  High	  School	  Diploma	  but	  No	  College,	  
2006-‐10	  
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Georgia = 29.0%, United States = 27.7% 
Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, 2006-10 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates. 

Percent	  of	  Popula<on	  Age	  25-‐64	  with	  a	  High	  School	  Diploma	  but	  No	  College,	  
2006-‐10	  
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Georgia = 20.8%, United States = 21.4% 
Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, 2006-10 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates. 
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Georgia = 36.1%, United States = 38.2% 
Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, 2006-10 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates. 
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Georgia = 26.3%, United States = 22.6% 
Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, 2006-10 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates. 

Percent	  of	  Underrepresented	  Minority	  Popula<on	  Age	  25-‐64	  with	  at	  Least	  an	  
Associates	  Degree,	  2006-‐10	  
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Georgia = 14.5%, United States = 20.2% 
Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, 2006-10 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates. 

Difference	  in	  Educa<on	  A\ainment:	  	  Percent	  White	  Non-‐Hispanic	  and	  Percent	  
Underrepresented	  Minority	  Popula<on	  Age	  25-‐64	  with	  at	  Least	  an	  Associates	  
Degree,	  2006-‐10	  
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Enrollment	  Pa\erns	  of	  
First-‐Time	  Students	  
(Georgia	  Residents)	  
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Source:  University System of Georgia. 

Coun<es	  from	  which	  Abraham	  Baldwin	  Agricultural	  College	  Receives	  80%	  of	  
its	  First-‐Time	  Full-‐Time	  Freshmen,	  Fall	  2012	  
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Source:  University System of Georgia. 

Coun<es	  from	  which	  Albany	  State	  University	  Receives	  80%	  of	  its	  First-‐Time	  
Full-‐Time	  Freshmen,	  Fall	  2012	  

Spalding

M onroe
Lamar

M eriw ether

C oweta

H enry
N ewton

W ilk inson
Johnson

Jones
Baldwin

Early

C lay

Baker

R andolph

Quitman

C hattahoochee
M arion

Schley

M uscogee

Talbot

Ben H ill

W ilcox

M itchell

Sem inole

D ecatur Thomas

Brooks

Echols

C harlton

W are

Jeff  Davis

Toombs

W ayne

Long Liberty

Tattnall

Bryan

C andler
M ontgomery

Eff ingham

W ebster

H oustonBleckley

Peach

U pson

M cD uffie

C olumbia

W arren R ichmond

BurkeJefferson

C laytonFulton
C arroll

R ockdale
D eKalbD ouglas

Oconee

C obb

Paulding

F loyd
Forsyth

Pickens
D awson

M urray W hite
H abersham

Stephens

U nion R abunTownsC atoosa

W alker

D ade

W hit f ield

Fannin

Appling

Atk inson

Bacon

Banks

Barrow

Bartow

Berrien

Bibb

Brantley

Bulloch

Butts

C alhoun

C amden

C hatham

C hattooga

C herokee

C larke

C linch

C offee

C olquitt C ook

C rawford

C risp

D odgeD ooly

D ougherty

Elbert

Em anuel

Evans

Fayette

F ranklin

Gilmer

Glascock

Glynn

Gordon

Grady

Greene

Gw innett

H all

H ancock

H aralson

H arris

H art

H eard

Irwin

Jackson

Jasper

Jenkins

Lanier

Laurens

Lee

Lincoln

Low ndes

Lum pkin

M acon

M adison

M cIntosh

M iller

M organ

Oglethorpe

Pierce

Pike

Polk

Pulaski

Putnam

Screven

Stewart Sumter

Taliaferro

Tay lor

Telfair

Terrell

Tift

Treut len

Troup

Turner

Tw iggs

W alton

W ashington

W heeler

W ilkes

W orth



22 

 
Source:  University System of Georgia. 

Coun<es	  from	  which	  Armstrong	  Atlan<c	  State	  University	  Receives	  80%	  of	  its	  
First-‐Time	  Full-‐Time	  Freshmen,	  Fall	  2012	  
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Source:  University System of Georgia. 

Coun<es	  from	  which	  Atlanta	  Metropolitan	  State	  College	  Receives	  80%	  of	  its	  
First-‐Time	  Full-‐Time	  Freshmen,	  Fall	  2012	  
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Source:  University System of Georgia. 

Coun<es	  from	  which	  Augusta	  State	  University	  Receives	  80%	  of	  its	  First-‐Time	  
Full-‐Time	  Freshmen,	  Fall	  2012	  
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Source:  University System of Georgia. 

Coun<es	  from	  which	  Bainbridge	  College	  Receives	  80%	  of	  its	  First-‐Time	  Full-‐
Time	  Freshmen,	  Fall	  2012	  
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Source:  University System of Georgia. 

Coun<es	  from	  which	  Clayton	  State	  University	  Receives	  80%	  of	  its	  First-‐Time	  
Full-‐Time	  Freshmen,	  Fall	  2012	  
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Source:  University System of Georgia. 

Coun<es	  from	  which	  College	  of	  Coastal	  Georgia	  Receives	  80%	  of	  its	  First-‐Time	  
Full-‐Time	  Freshmen,	  Fall	  2012	  
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Source:  University System of Georgia. 

Coun<es	  from	  which	  Columbus	  State	  University	  Receives	  80%	  of	  its	  First-‐Time	  
Full-‐Time	  Freshmen,	  Fall	  2012	  
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Source:  University System of Georgia. 

Coun<es	  from	  which	  Dalton	  State	  College	  Receives	  80%	  of	  its	  First-‐Time	  Full-‐
Time	  Freshmen,	  Fall	  2012	  
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Source:  University System of Georgia. 

Coun<es	  from	  which	  Darton	  State	  College	  Receives	  80%	  of	  its	  First-‐Time	  Full-‐
Time	  Freshmen,	  Fall	  2012	  
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Source:  University System of Georgia. 

Coun<es	  from	  which	  East	  Georgia	  State	  College	  Receives	  80%	  of	  its	  First-‐Time	  
Full-‐Time	  Freshmen,	  Fall	  2012	  
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Source:  University System of Georgia. 

Coun<es	  from	  which	  Fort	  Valley	  State	  University	  Receives	  80%	  of	  its	  First-‐
Time	  Full-‐Time	  Freshmen,	  Fall	  2012	  
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Source:  University System of Georgia. 

Coun<es	  from	  which	  Georgia	  College	  &	  State	  University	  Receives	  80%	  of	  its	  
First-‐Time	  Full-‐Time	  Freshmen,	  Fall	  2012	  
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Source:  University System of Georgia. 

Coun<es	  from	  which	  Georgia	  Gwinne\	  College	  Receives	  80%	  of	  its	  First-‐Time	  
Full-‐Time	  Freshmen,	  Fall	  2012	  

Spalding

M onroe
Lamar

M eriw ether

C oweta

H enry
N ewton

W ilk inson
Johnson

Jones
Baldwin

Early

C lay

Baker

R andolph

Quitman

C hattahoochee
M arion

Schley

M uscogee

Talbot

Ben H ill

W ilcox

M itchell

Sem inole

D ecatur Thomas

Brooks

Echols

C harlton

W are

Jeff  Davis

Toombs

W ayne

Long Liberty

Tattnall

Bryan

C andler
M ontgomery

Eff ingham

W ebster

H oustonBleckley

Peach

U pson

M cD uffie

C olumbia

W arren R ichmond

BurkeJefferson

C laytonFulton
C arroll

R ockdale
D eKalbD ouglas

Oconee

C obb

Paulding

F loyd
Forsyth

Pickens
D awson

M urray W hite
H abersham

Stephens

U nion R abunTownsC atoosa

W alker

D ade

W hit f ield

Fannin

Appling

Atk inson

Bacon

Banks

Barrow

Bartow

Berrien

Bibb

Brantley

Bulloch

Butts

C alhoun

C amden

C hatham

C hattooga

C herokee

C larke

C linch

C offee

C olquitt C ook

C rawford

C risp

D odgeD ooly

D ougherty

Elbert

Em anuel

Evans

Fayette

F ranklin

Gilmer

Glascock

Glynn

Gordon

Grady

Greene

Gw innett

H all

H ancock

H aralson

H arris

H art

H eard

Irwin

Jackson

Jasper

Jenkins

Lanier

Laurens

Lee

Lincoln

Low ndes

Lum pkin

M acon

M adison

M cIntosh

M iller

M organ

Oglethorpe

Pierce

Pike

Polk

Pulaski

Putnam

Screven

Stewart Sumter

Taliaferro

Tay lor

Telfair

Terrell

Tift

Treut len

Troup

Turner

Tw iggs

W alton

W ashington

W heeler

W ilkes

W orth



35 

 
Source:  University System of Georgia. 

Coun<es	  from	  which	  Georgia	  Southwestern	  State	  University	  Receives	  80%	  of	  
its	  First-‐Time	  Full-‐Time	  Freshmen,	  Fall	  2012	  
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Source:  University System of Georgia. 

Coun<es	  from	  which	  Georgia	  Highlands	  College	  Receives	  80%	  of	  its	  First-‐Time	  
Full-‐Time	  Freshmen,	  Fall	  2012	  
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Source:  University System of Georgia. 

Coun<es	  from	  which	  Georgia	  Ins<tute	  of	  Technology	  Receives	  80%	  of	  its	  First-‐
Time	  Full-‐Time	  Freshmen,	  Fall	  2012	  
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Source:  University System of Georgia. 

Coun<es	  from	  which	  Georgia	  Perimeter	  College	  Receives	  80%	  of	  its	  First-‐Time	  
Full-‐Time	  Freshmen,	  Fall	  2012	  
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Source:  University System of Georgia. 

Coun<es	  from	  which	  Georgia	  Southern	  University	  Receives	  80%	  of	  its	  First-‐
Time	  Full-‐Time	  Freshmen,	  Fall	  2012	  
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Source:  University System of Georgia. 

Coun<es	  from	  which	  Georgia	  State	  University	  Receives	  80%	  of	  its	  First-‐Time	  
Full-‐Time	  Freshmen,	  Fall	  2012	  
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Source:  University System of Georgia. 

Coun<es	  from	  which	  Gainesville	  State	  College	  Receives	  80%	  of	  its	  First-‐Time	  
Full-‐Time	  Freshmen,	  Fall	  2012	  
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Source:  University System of Georgia. 

Coun<es	  from	  which	  Gordon	  State	  College	  Receives	  80%	  of	  its	  First-‐Time	  Full-‐
Time	  Freshmen,	  Fall	  2012	  
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Source:  University System of Georgia. 

Coun<es	  from	  which	  Kennesaw	  State	  University	  Receives	  80%	  of	  its	  First-‐
Time	  Full-‐Time	  Freshmen,	  Fall	  2012	  
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Source:  University System of Georgia. 

Coun<es	  from	  which	  Macon	  State	  College	  Receives	  80%	  of	  its	  First-‐Time	  Full-‐
Time	  Freshmen,	  Fall	  2012	  
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Source:  University System of Georgia. 

Coun<es	  from	  which	  Middle	  Georgia	  State	  College	  Receives	  80%	  of	  its	  First-‐
Time	  Full-‐Time	  Freshmen,	  Fall	  2012	  
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Source:  University System of Georgia. 

Coun<es	  from	  which	  North	  Georgia	  College	  &	  State	  University	  Receives	  80%	  
of	  its	  First-‐Time	  Full-‐Time	  Freshmen,	  Fall	  2012	  
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Source:  University System of Georgia. 

Coun<es	  from	  which	  Savannah	  State	  University	  Receives	  80%	  of	  its	  First-‐Time	  
Full-‐Time	  Freshmen,	  Fall	  2012	  
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Source:  University System of Georgia. 

Coun<es	  from	  which	  Southern	  Polytechnic	  State	  University	  Receives	  80%	  of	  
its	  First-‐Time	  Full-‐Time	  Freshmen,	  Fall	  2012	  
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Source:  University System of Georgia. 

Coun<es	  from	  which	  South	  Georgia	  State	  College	  Receives	  80%	  of	  its	  First-‐
Time	  Full-‐Time	  Freshmen,	  Fall	  2012	  
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Source:  University System of Georgia. 

Coun<es	  from	  which	  University	  of	  Georgia	  Receives	  80%	  of	  its	  First-‐Time	  Full-‐
Time	  Freshmen,	  Fall	  2012	  
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Source:  University System of Georgia. 

Coun<es	  from	  which	  University	  of	  West	  Georgia	  Receives	  80%	  of	  its	  First-‐
Time	  Full-‐Time	  Freshmen,	  Fall	  2012	  
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Source:  University System of Georgia. 

Coun<es	  from	  which	  Valdosta	  State	  University	  Receives	  80%	  of	  its	  First-‐Time	  
Full-‐Time	  Freshmen,	  Fall	  2012	  
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Source:  University System of Georgia. 

Coun<es	  from	  which	  Waycross	  College	  Receives	  80%	  of	  its	  First-‐Time	  Full-‐
Time	  Freshmen,	  Fall	  2012	  
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Source:  University System of Georgia. 

Coun<es	  from	  which	  University	  System	  of	  Georgia	  Receives	  80%	  of	  its	  First-‐
Time	  Full-‐Time	  Freshmen,	  Fall	  2012	  
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Workforce	  
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Georgia = 14.9%, United States = 14.4%  
Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, 2007-11 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates. 

Percent	  of	  Civilian	  Employed	  Popula<on	  Age	  16	  and	  Over	  Employed	  in	  
Management,	  Business,	  and	  Financial	  Occupa<ons,	  2007-‐11	  
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Georgia = 4.8%, United States = 5.2%  
Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, 2007-11 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates. 

Percent	  of	  Civilian	  Employed	  Popula<on	  Age	  16	  and	  Over	  Employed	  in	  
Computer,	  Engineering,	  and	  Science	  Occupa<ons,	  2007-‐11	  
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Georgia = 6.4%, United States = 6.0%  
Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, 2007-11 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates. 

Percent	  of	  Civilian	  Employed	  Popula<on	  Age	  16	  and	  Over	  Employed	  in	  
Educa<on,	  Training,	  and	  Library	  Occupa<ons,	  2007-‐11	  
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Georgia = 4.8%, United States = 5.4%  
Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, 2007-11 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates. 

Percent	  of	  Civilian	  Employed	  Popula<on	  Age	  16	  and	  Over	  Employed	  in	  
Healthcare	  Occupa<ons	  (Prac<<oners	  and	  Technical),	  2007-‐11	  
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Georgia = 25.6%, United States = 25.1% 
Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, 2007-11 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates. 

Percent	  of	  Civilian	  Employed	  Popula<on	  Age	  16	  and	  Over	  Employed	  in	  Sales	  
and	  Office	  Occupa<ons,	  2007-‐11	  
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Georgia = 13.1%, United States = 12.2% 
Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, 2007-11 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates. 

Percent	  of	  Civilian	  Employed	  Popula<on	  Age	  16	  and	  Over	  Employed	  in	  
Produc<on,	  Transporta<on,	  and	  Material	  Moving	  Occupa<ons,	  2007-‐11	  
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Georgia = 16.2%, United States = 17.5% 
Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, 2007-11 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates. 

Percent	  of	  Civilian	  Employed	  Popula<on	  Age	  16	  and	  Over	  Employed	  in	  Service	  
Occupa<ons,	  2007-‐11	  
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Net	  Migra<on	  of	  College-‐
Educated	  Residents	  
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Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, 2006-10 ACS 5-Year PUMS File. 

Net-‐Migra<on	  of	  Popula<on	  Age	  22-‐64	  with	  at	  Least	  an	  Associates	  Degree,	  
2006-‐10	  (Georgia	  Migra<on	  PUMAS)	  
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Adults	  Struggling	  to	  Earn	  a	  
Living	  Wage	  
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37.9% to 45.2%
31.0% to 37.9%
24.8% to 31.0%
14.8% to 24.8%

Georgia = 26.9% 
Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, 2006-10 ACS 5-Year PUMS File. 

Percent	  of	  Popula<on	  Age	  18-‐64	  with	  Some	  College	  (No	  Degree)	  or	  Less	  Living	  
in	  Families	  Earning	  Less	  than	  a	  Living	  Wage,	  2006-‐10	  (Georgia	  Migra<on	  PUMAS)	  
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41,145 to 124,897
31,034 to 41,145
26,229 to 31,034
16,868 to 26,229

Georgia = 1,573,448 
Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, 2006-10 ACS 5-Year PUMS File. 

Popula<on	  Age	  18-‐64	  with	  Some	  College	  (No	  Degree)	  or	  Less	  Living	  in	  
Families	  Earning	  Less	  than	  a	  Living	  Wage,	  2006-‐10	  (Georgia	  Migra<on	  PUMAS)	  
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Educa<onal	  Needs	  Index	  
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Education	  Factors
Percent	  18-‐64	  Year	  Olds	  with	  a	  High	  School	  Diploma	  (%)	  2010
Percent	  25-‐64	  Year	  Olds	  with	  an	  Associates	  Degree	  (%)	  2010
Percent	  25-‐64	  Year	  Olds	  with	  a	  Bachelor's	  Degree	  or	  Higher	  (%)	  2010
Difference	  in	  College	  Attainment	  Between	  Young	  (25-‐35)	  and	  Older	  (45-‐64)

Economic	  Factors
Unemployment	  Rate	  (%)	  2003
Percent	  of	  Population	  Under	  65	  In	  Poverty	  (%)	  2010
Median	  Family	  Income	  2010	  ($)
Per	  Capita	  Personal	  Income	  -‐	  2010	  ($)
Percent	  Manufacturing/Extraction	  Employment	  (%)	  2010

Market	  Factors
Percent	  of	  Population	  Ages	  0	  to	  19	  (%)	  -‐	  2010
Percent	  of	  Population	  Ages	  20	  to	  44	  (%)	  -‐	  2010
Rate	  of	  Population	  Growth	  64	  and	  Under	  (2000	  to	  2010)	  
Percent	  Minority	  (%)	  2010

2010	  
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Source:  Educational Needs Index 2010.  

Georgia	  Coun<es	  Educa<onal	  Needs	  Index	  –	  Educa<on	  Factors	  -‐	  2010	  
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Source:  Educational Needs Index 2010.  

Georgia	  Coun<es	  Educa<onal	  Needs	  Index	  –	  Economic	  Factors	  -‐	  2010	  
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Source:  Educational Needs Index 2010.  

Georgia	  Coun<es	  Educa<onal	  Needs	  Index	  –	  Market	  Factors	  -‐	  2010	  
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Source:  Educational Needs Index 2010.  

Georgia	  Coun<es	  Overall	  Educa<onal	  Needs	  Index	  -‐	  2010	  
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The	  Connec<on	  of	  Educa<on	  to	  
Workforce	  and	  Economic	  Development	  

The	  Use	  of	  Data	  and	  Informa<on	  

Stewardship	  of	  Place	  
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