UNIVERSITY SYSTEM OF GEORGIA

DefinitionsUsed in
Under graduate Degree Graduation Rate Reports
and First-Year Retention Rate Reports

I ntroduction

Retention rates are ameasure of academic progression of agroup of students from one period of
timetothenext. Graduation ratesare ameasure of the success of those studentsin attaining their academic
gods. Both retention rates and graduation rates are affected by student characteristics, choices, and
behaviors and by inditutiona characteristics and programs.

A retention rete is the percentage of students in a given cohort who are enrolled in aUSG
inditutionin a specified term (in this case, one year later) or are not enrolled in the specified term but
have graduated from a USG indtitution between matriculation and that term. The number of sudentsin
the cohort is the denominator of the rate; the number of students enrolled or graduated but not enrolled
oneyear later isthe numerator of therate.

A graduation rateisthe percentage of sudentsin agiven cohort graduating within agpecified period
of time. The number of students in the cohort is the denominator of the rate the number of students
graduating is the numerator of the rate.

For both retention and graduation rates, the definition of the cohort may vary according to the
subject of interest; however, the most common cohorts studied are firg-timefull-time, degree-seeking
freshman students and dl beginning freshman sudents. An example of a sub-cohort is firg-timefull-time
students who attended college in the fal after spring graduation from high school (traditiona students).

Definitions are provided below for the beginning student cohorts and for graduation and retention
rate reports. The definitions used here are based on datadementsfrom the University System of Georgia
Student Information Reporting System (SIRS). Data dement numbers are shown in parentheses.

First-Time Freshman Base Cohort

The base cohort for undergraduate student retention rate and undergraduate degree graduetion rate
reportsincludes dl undergraduate degree- seeking "freshmen.”

Degree-Seeking Status (S314). Degree-seeking datusisdetermined by SIRSfidd S314. Thedefinition
includes degree leve codes"Z," "C," "E," "V," "A," "B," "Q," and "Null," but it does not include students
with degreelevel codes"N," "X," "F," "M," "S," "D," and "P."* During severd years, indtitutions could leave

1 Inprior years, "X," i.e, "Non-Degree Seeking, Post-Baccaauresate," was not defined as specific to
undergraduates only, and it was included in the codes sdlected for undergraduates. Beginning with the
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S314 blank. Studentswith missing data on S314 were assumed to be seeking abachelor's degree, if they
were at a four-year inditution, or an associate degree, if they were a a two-year inditution. The codes
used to identify undergraduate degree seekers are summarized in the table below.

Under graduates (Based on Degree-Seeking Statusin S314)
I ncluded as Undergraduates Not I ncluded as Undergraduates
Certificates of less than one year (2) Advanced certificates (F)
One-year vocationd-reated certificates (C) | Masters (M)
Two-year vocationa-rdated certificates (E) | Educationa specidist (S)

Career associate (V) Doctorate (D)

Associate (A) Fird¢ professond (P) -- Cdled "Firs
Professond A" in higtorical reports

Bachelors (B) Nondegree seeking, post baccaaureate (X)

Firg-professona B (Q)—Historical code Nondegree seeking undergraduates (N)

Student Level (S301). All fird-time students coded as"freshmen” areincluded in the base cohort (S301
=10). Other historic codesfor freshmen are dso included (01, 02, 05, 12 and 81). In addition, because
of the structure of SIRS, some firg-time students with AP credit may be coded as sophomores or higher.
They would not beincluded if the program sdected only "10's" Thusthe base cohort sdlectsstudent levels
20, 30, and 40, as wdll, but it removes transfer sudents from this group. (The code further ensures that
freshmen are not over-sdected by redricting the non-transfer 20, 30, or 40 students to those who
graduated from high school the previous spring.)

Matriculation Term. To besdected for the cohort, students must matriculate et aUSG indtitution for the
first timein the Fal term of the cohort year. For IPEDS and for retention and graduation rate reporting,

firg-time Summer matriculants are dso included if they are enrolled in the Fall term of the cohort year.

(Summer firg-time matriculants are counted at theingtitution attended in the Fall term.) Asreviewed above,
transfer students, i.e., sudentswith atransfer collegerecord, are not included in the base cohort unlessthar
high school graduation year is equa to the cohort year. Thismeansthat the student who attends collegein
the summer near home, for example, and then enrollsin Fall & their intended ingtitution would count at the
fdl indtitution; that student would not count "againg” the summer inditution.

Under graduate Degree Graduation Rates

Graduation rates are the percentage of those students who graduated from the same or another
USG indtitution (depending on the specific report) with the specified degree or equivaent within aspecified
number of yearsof their origina matriculation. Graduations are counted through Summer term of thetarget
year. (Note: Summer graduation records are reported to SIRS in the following Fall term.)

Fal 2000 cohort, freshmen with adegree level code of " X" were not included in the base cohort.
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The preceding base cohort definition isamended for specific reportsby the gppropriate combination

of the following options:

C

Full-Time - Only full-time freshmen, defined as enrolled for 12 or more credit hoursin the cohort
Fall term, are included in the base cohort.

Part-Time - Only part-time freshmen, defined as enrolled for fewer than 12 credit hoursin the
cohort Fall term, are included in the base cohort.

All First-Time - Both full-time and part-time freshmen, i.e,, the entire base cohort, areincluded.
Credit hours enrolled are not considered.

Learning Support/System Requirement (Developmental Studies prior to FY1995) -
Studentswith acode of “S’ in fields $S418, S420 and/or $422.

Traditional - Students who graduate from high school the same year as college matriculation.

Traditional - Graduated High School Onethrough FiveY ear s Ago- Studentswho graduate
from high school one to five years before college matriculation.

Non-Traditional - Students who graduate from high school more than five years before college
matriculaion.

Unclassified Traditional/Non-Traditional - High school graduation date unknown a time of first
matriculation to college.

Bachelor's Degree-Seeking Sub-Cohort - For research, regiona, and state universties, only

bachelor’ s degree-seeking freshmen in the base cohort (i.e., those with aSIRS degree leve field
containing "B," "Q," or "Null:) areincluded. Thisdefinition isused for sections of theIPEDS GRS
survey, the CSRDE retention/graduation reports, and al USG bachelor=s degree graduation rate
reports. (Note that cohorts prior to the Fall 2000 cohort included students with degree status of
"X")

For state colleges, only bachelor’ s degree- seeking freshmen in the base cohort with aSIRS degree
leve fidd containing "B" or "Q" are incdluded. (Degree level codes "N™ and "Null" should be
included inthe Associate’ s Degree- Seeking sub-cohorts at state collegesasthey areat USG two-
year colleges)

Bachelor's Degree Graduation Rates - Studentsin the bachel or-s degree sub- cohort (above)
who graduated from the same inditution (i.e,, "ingtitution specific rates’) or any USG indtitution
(i.e, "Systemwide rates") with a bachel or-s degree or equivaent (i.e., degreeleve codes"B" or
the higtorica code Q") within aspecified number of yearsof their origina matriculation are counted
in the graduation rate caculation.

Page 3



Bachelor’ s Degree Graduation Rate reportsare run by ingtitution with sector subtotalsand System
totalsonly for research, regiond, and state universities. A separate report by ingtitution and sector
isrun for the two USG dtate colleges; the latter are not included in the System total calculation.

Bachdor's degrees awarded at USG ingtitutions will be used in calculating bachelor’ s graduation
rates as appropriate to the specific report, i.e., institution-specific or System-wide, with universties
sectors, and System totals. The reports for state colleges show sector totals.

Associate's Degree-Seeking Sub-Cohort - Only freshmen in the base cohort seeking the
associate's degree (i.e, those with a SIRS degree levd fidd containing "A" or "V" a dl USG
universties and"A" and"V" plus"Null" a USG two- year collegesand state colleges) areincluded.
This definition is used for USG associate's degree graduation rate reports.  (In the past degree-
seeking sub-cohorts included "X". Beginning with the Fall 2000 cohort, Degree-Seeking sub-
cohortswill not indude "X.")

Associate's Degree Graduation Rates - Only students in the associaters degree sub-cohort
who graduated from the same indtitution (i.e., "inditution-gpecific rates") or any USG inditution
(i.e,"Sysemwiderates') with an associates degree or equivaent (i.e., degreelevel codes"A" or
"V") within aspecified number of yearsof their origina mairiculation are counted in this graduation
rate caculation.

Certificate-Seeking Sub-Cohorts - Only freshmen from the base cohort are included as
follows

A. LessThan One-Year Certificate-Seeking Sub-Cohort. Studentsseeking a'lessthan one-
year cetificate” (i.e., thosewith a SIRSdegreelevd fidd containing "Z" a dl USG universities
and two-year colleges) are included.

B. One-Year Certificate Seeking Sub-Cohort. A “one-year” certificate(i.e, thosewithaSIRS
degree leve fidd containing "C" a dl USG universities and two-year colleges) are included.

C. Two-Year Vocational Certificate Seeking Sub-Cohort. A “two-year” certtificate(i.e, those
withaS RSdegreelevd fidd containing "E" a dl USG universtiesand two-year colleges) are
included.

Certificate Graduation Rates - Only students in each certificate sub-cohort who graduated
fromthe sameinditution (i.e., "inditution-specific rates’) or any USG indtitution (i.e., " Systemwide
rates") with the respective certificate graduation record within a specified number of years of their
origind matriculation are counted in this graduetion rate caculation.

I ngtitution-Specific Rates - Only those students who are awarded the specified degreeat the
inditution in which they matriculaied are counted in the graduation ratecalculation. A System total
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rate on these reportsis cal culated by summing the number of graduatesin the specified cohort and
dividing by the summed number of studentsin the cohort across indtitutions.

C SystemWide Rates- Studentswho are awarded the specified degreea any USG inditution are
counted in the graduation rate caculation.

First-Year Student Retention Rate Reports

First-year retention rate isthe percentage of the First- Time Freshman Base Cohort studentswhich
are enrolled at the same or another USG indtitution (depending on the specific report) in the Fal term
following the Fall term of matriculation or arenot enrolled in the following Fall term but have graduated from
a USG indiitution since the Fall term of matriculation. This does not mean that the retained, re-enrolled
students have necessarily advanced to the next student level; some may re-enroll as sophomores, but others
may dill befreshmen. Students enrolled in co-op programsthat are part of the program of study (defined in
SIRS with a transaction code of 3) in the following Fall term are counted as retained depending on the
"inditution-specific” or "Systemwide' nature of thereport. Studentswho have completed their program of
study are counted as retained, i.e., students in the base cohort who were awarded a certificate or degree
from their matriculating ingtitution between the cohort Fall term and the following Summer term but are not
enrolled in aUSG indtitution the following Fal term are counted in the Graduated I nstitution- Specific and
included inthe calculation of the Indtitution Specific Retention Rate. Studentsin the base cohort who were
awarded a certificate or degree from any USG ingtitution between the cohort Fall term and the following
Summer term but are not enrolled in a USG indtitution the following Fall term are counted as Graduated
System-Wide and included in the calculation of the System-Wide Retention Rate.

The preceding base cohort definition is amended for specific retention rate reports by the
appropriate combination of the following options:

C Full-Time - Only full-time freshmen, defined asenrolled for 12 or more credit hoursin the cohort
Fall term, are included in the base cohort.

C Part-Time - Only part-time freshmen, defined as enrolled for fewer than 12 credit hoursin the
cohort Fal term, are included in the base cohort.

C All Firg-Time - Both full-time and part-time freshmen, i.e., the entire base cohort, are included.

C Learning Support/System Requirement (Developmental Studies prior to FY1995) -
Studentswith acode of “S’ in fields $S418, S420 and/or $422.

C Traditional - Students who graduate from high school the same year as college matriculation.

C Traditional - Graduated High School Onethrough Five Y ear sAgo- Studentswho graduate
from high school one to five years before college matriculation.
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Non-Traditional - Students who graduate from high school more than five years before college
matriculaion.

Unclassified Traditional/Non-Traditional -Studentswith an unknown high school graduation
date.

I ngtitution-Specific Rates - Only students who are enrolled a _the inditution in which they
matriculated in the Fall term following the matriculation Fal term are counted in the retention rate
cdculation.

System-Wide Rates - Studentswho are enrolled at any USG inditution inthe Fal term following
the matriculaion Fal term are counted in the retention rate calculation.
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