APPENDIX 7 B


Board of Regents of the University System of Georgia

General Information Regarding Specifications

The following items pertain to projects to be constructed by the Georgia State Financing and Investment Commission (GSFIC).  These items are also recommended on Board of Regents projects, unless otherwise indicated.

1.
Re‑read and follow requirements of Articles 5, 9, 14‑22, 24-26, 28, 34,42, 58, and 62, of he GSFIC Memorandum of Policy, "The Rainbow."  (This item is not applicable to BOR projects.)

2.
Request copies of current edition of Sections C (Instructions to Bidders) and E (General Conditions) from the GSFIC for binding into the specifications.

3.
Prepare specifications without reference to manufacturer wherever possible.  Where manufacturer's name is used, give a minimum of three manufacturers for each item and the catalog or model number or other designation of the specific item approved by each manufacturer named.  Furnish a letter identifying justification for each item that is restricted to less than three manufacturers to the BOR Office of Facilities.  A return letter will be sent to Architect from the BOR Vice Chancellor for Facilities for approval or disapproval of each item.

4.
Do not use adverb modifiers or inexplicit modifiers, such as: other, similar, proper, and/or, suitable, sufficient, adequate, necessary, ample, as required, typical, suitable for intended use, as is custom of the trade, insofar as possible, found to be necessary, type to suit service, wherever practical, and anything ending in “ly" unless essential to meaning, and does not weaken specification wording.  (See "The Rainbow,” Paragraph 26, Schedules I, II, III.)

5.
Do not use the word "or" because it usually signifies an option.  (See "The Rainbow," Paragraph 31.)

6.
Do not use the word "design" because it usually calls upon the contractor to design something.  (See "The Rainbow," Paragraph 25).

7.
Do not repeat the content of General Conditions in trade sections.  (See "The Rainbow," Paragraph 34 (b).)

8.
Except as otherwise permitted, do not tell the contractor methods, tools to use, or who to employ.  (See "The Rainbow," Paragraph 34 (c).)

9.
Do not refer to an Industry Standard, which has options in general, i.e. "in accordance with SMACNA manual."  Say "in accordance with SMACNA manual," Rev. Dec. 74, Plate 71; (b).  (See "The Rainbow," Paragraph 62 (d).)

10.
Do not use the phrase "unless otherwise shown" unless there are stated or indicated exceptions to a particular condition or detail.  (See "The Rainbow," Paragraph 62 (c).)

11.
Do not use specification language "lifted" from a manufacturer's brochure or descriptive literature without reviewing its content or checking to see if it is applicable to two other "equal" products. Such manufacturer's literature is seldom in accordance with the specification standard of GSFIC.

12.
Construction Specification Institute (C.S.I.) three part format is required for specification sections.

13.
Information on Items for “Section F - Special Conditions” of the Specifications: Notwithstanding the provision of Article 19 of "The Rainbow," it is typical on University System projects, to have several paragraphs in “Section F, Special Conditions” of the specifications.  Refer to the packet of "Templates" available from GSFIC.  These "Templates" provide the language to be used in preparing the Special Conditions.  The following paragraphs describe common conditions.

a.
Almost invariably it is necessary to interrupt utility services to other buildings on a campus in order to tie‑in the utility lines to serve the new project.  The timing and duration of such interruption must be coordinated with the campus and specified in order to minimize inconvenience to the occupants of the existing facilities (see Template N).

b.
It is not unusual for a utility service to be in the process of being installed by the college at the time the new project is advertised for bids.  In this case it is necessary to notify the bidders of this fact and establish the date by which he can expect to have the utility available (see Template 0). 

c.
If the contractor is to secure temporary utilities from the campus systems, the basis of payment to the college for this service must be established (see Template E).

d.
Provide that the contractor shall pay the institution a flat rate per month for utilities consumed after permanent connection is made (e.g., electricity, water, and gas) until the date of acceptance by the Owner.  (If any such utility is metered directly to the building, not through campus central meter, provide that contractor shall pay all costs to date of acceptance by the Owner.)

e.
If the project involves an addition to or renovation in an existing building and the existing building must remain in operation, several of the Templates apply (see templates C, F, H, J, K and L).  Consult the BOR Office of Facilities for further information.

f.
On projects involving an addition or alteration to an existing building and Builder’s Risk Insurance is not available contact GSFIC for directions pertaining to the modification of the paragraph relating to Builder’s Risk Insurance.  (On BOR projects, revise paragraph E-27.2.3. (f) as stated in the “Additional Provisions/Modifications for Use in Supplementary or Special Conditions,” item number 2.)


g.
If the Construction Area Limits, delineated on the plot plan, contains any existing utilities or other improvements of the institution, include the following:

ACCESS TO SITE BY PERSONNEL OF LESSEE

The following utilities are owned by the lessee; Board of Regents of the University System of Georgia:





(Insert The List)

The contractor agrees that the mechanics, electricians, and maintenance personnel of the lessee (Board of Regents of the University System of Georgia and the Institution) may enter onto the site during the progress of the work for the purpose of reading the meters, and for the purpose of taking any emergency measures necessary to preserve life or property.  The contractor shall have the right to exclude from the site any mechanics or maintenance personnel who undertake to enter without a hard hat or who violates any of the safety regulations imposed by the U. S. Department of Labor, Occupation Safety & Health Act (OSHA), by the contractor, by law, or by the State Commissioner of Labor.

h.
On projects involving remodeling of an existing building, include the following provision:

ACCESS TO SITE BY PERSONNEL OF LESSEE

The contractor agrees that the mechanics, electricians, and maintenance personnel of the lessee (Board of Regents of the University System of Georgia and the Institution) may enter onto the site during the progress of the work for the purpose of performing maintenance on the existing building.  The contractor shall have the right to exclude from the site any mechanic or maintenance personnel who undertake to enter without a hard hat or who violates any of the safety regulations imposed by the U.S. Department of Labor, Occupation Safety & Health Act (OSHA), by the contractor, by law, or by the State Commissioner of Labor.

i.
On projects involving remodeling where work is required in connection with an existing roof, include the following:

EXISTING ROOFING NOTIFICATION

The contractor will give notice prior to the commencement of any work involving the existing roof to the manufacturer of the existing roofing whose name and address is: 

Manufacturer  ________________________________

Bonding Company  ____________________________

Address  _____________________________________

Bond No.  _______________ Date _________________

in order that arrangements may be worked out to avoid invalidating the bond on the roof.  A copy of this notice will be sent to the [Georgia State Financing and Investment Commission (GSFIC)] [Board of Regents (BOR) Office of Facilities] and Architect.

The contractor will furnish a notice to the [GSFIC] [Board of Regents (BOR) Office of Facilities] and Architect from the manufacturer of the existing roofing indicating that there is no diminution in the coverage under the existing roofing bond.


j.
Require the Contractor to provide and pay for the Land Disturbance Permit obtained from EPD or the local authority as stipulated by EPD.
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