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“Creating a More Educated Georgia”

The Georgia Senate 
recommended fund-
ing for the first three 
projects on the Board 
of Regents’ Major 
Capital Outlay Prior-
ity List when it ad-
opted its version of the 
state’s Fiscal Year 2006 
Amended Budget last 
Wednesday.

The Senate also 
added $500,000 in 
matching state funds 
to establish an eminent 
scholar chair to be 
named for the late Sen. 
Paul Coverdell at Geor-
gia College & State 
University. In addi-
tion, Georgia’s senators 
allotted $5 million to 
the Georgia Research 
Alliance to buy re-
search equipment for 
Georgia Tech’s Nation-
al Center for Cancer 
Nanotechnology.

“Overall, the Univer-
sity System was treated 
well,” said Chancellor 
Erroll B. Davis Jr. in a 
memo to members of 
the Board of Regents. 
Of the most significant 
change in the budget 
bill – the addition of 
the three capital proj-
ects – he said, “The 
Senate has followed 
our priorities by rec-

Senate Adds Three Major Capital Projects to FY06 Amended Budget
ommending the first 
three projects on our 
major capital list. 

“The Governor has 
said that the General 
Assembly would have 
to find funding for 
Projects 1-4, which 
he had recommended 
during the last session 
but were not adopted 
by the General Assem-
bly at that time,” Davis 
added. “The House of 
Representatives left 
the issue for the FY07 
Budget discussion. 
We are pleased that 
the Senate has added 
three projects to the 
FY06 Amended Budget. 
We will work with the 
Governor’s Office as we 
move forward.”

The three major 
capital projects picked 
up in the Senate 
version of the FY06 
Amended Budget 
include:

◆ The renovation of 
two historic build-
ings housing Geor-
gia College & State 
University’s Parks 
Nursing/Health Sci-
ence programs (the 
Senate added $9.1 
million for this proj-
ect);

◆ A new facility to 
house the Universi-
ty of West Georgia’s 
Health, Wellness and 
Lifelong Learning 
Center (the Senate 
added $24.2 million 
for this project); and

◆ A new library and 
technology center 
for North Georgia 
College & State 
University (the 
Senate added $18.4 
million for this 
project).

Senators agreed 
with the House’s deci-
sion to add $2 million 
in construction funds 
for a new Hall County 
Public Library. How-
ever, four of the five 
public library projects 
the House transferred 
from the Fiscal Year 
2007 Budget to the 
FY06 Amended Budget 
were removed by the 
Senate, which chose 
to keep $2 million for 
the construction of a 
new Live Oak Public 
Library.

Altogether, the Sen-
ate’s recommendations 
add nearly $61 million 
to the amended capital 
budget.

The Senate also voted 
to provide $2 million for 
the state’s public librar-
ies to purchase books 
and other materials. 

In addition, Geor-
gia senators endorsed 
the House’s plan to set 
aside $410,000 to off-
set the loss of scholar-
ship revenue to North  
Georgia College 
& State University 
resulting from the 
deployment of NGCSU 
cadets to the Georgia 
National Guard be-
cause of the Gulf War.

“We appreciate 
the work our fund-
ing partners are doing 
to ensure the overall 
health of the University 
System,” said Thomas 
E. Daniel, senior vice 
chancellor for external 
activities and facilities.

The FY06 Amended 
Budget now has moved 
to the Conferenc Com-
mittee on the FY06 
Amended Budget, 
which began meeting 
today, Feb. 20. Repre-
sentatives of the House 
and Senate will work 
together on this com-
mittee to resolve the 
differences between 
their two versions of 
the legislation. 


