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LEGISLATIVE
UPDATE

A Briefing for Faculty & Staff of the University System of Georgia

“Creating a More Educated Georgia”

In his first formal re-
marks to the Board 
of Regents, newly 

appointed Univer-
sity System of Georgia 
Chancellor Erroll B. 
Davis Jr. paid tribute 
to the intellectual tal-
ent on the system’s 
campuses and the role 
faculty, staff and stu-
dents play in Georgia’s 
growth. He also ex-
pressed appreciation 
for the support the 
USG receives from the 
Governor and General 
Assembly.

As a public organi-
zation, Davis said it is 
important to remember 
that the System’s ex-
istence depends upon 
the support provided 
by its funding partners. 
“We need to recognize 
and to fully appreciate 
this fact in our daily 
work,” he said. “Such 
awareness means that 
we must be open, 
transparent and ac-
countable and we must 
develop and operate on 
a high ‘say-do’ index.” 

Davis noted that this 
support has helped 
create a System that 
truly benefits Georgia. 
“People and businesses 

staff and students. 
That will be balanced 
against working with 
the General Assembly 
on Gov. Sonny’ Per-
due’s Fiscal Year 2007 
budget recommenda-
tions for the University 
System. He said he 
also would meet in the 
coming months with 
regents and business 
and community lead-
ers to understand the 
issues and challenges 
facing public higher 
education in Georgia.

“I will use such visits 
as data-gathering op-
portunities to help for-
mulate my vision and 
plans for the System,” 
he said. 

Davis said he places 
a high emphasis on 
creating a record of 
accountability to the 
state’s citizens for the 
University System’s 
performance. “Never 
before in the nation’s 
history has the cre-
ation of a more edu-
cated society held such 
great significance for 
the future of this state 
and our nation.”

Davis said that the 
System’s success ulti-

are drawn to centers 
of education and intel-
lect, and you are the 
nucleus of intellectual 
activity,” Davis said in 
a portion of his re-
marks directed to the 
University System’s 
employees and stu-
dents. “That is why 
what you do has so 
many implications for 
the future prosperity of 
this state.”

Davis said the Uni-
versity System exists 
to serve its more than 
250,000 students. “The 
primary reason that 
more than 38,000 em-
ployees work so hard 
each day,” he said, is 
to ensure “access to 
high-quality academic 
programs, top flight 
faculty and first-rate 
facilities.” He told the 
students, “By optimiz-
ing your educational 
experiences, you give 
us hope and assurance 
that our future will be 
in excellent hands with 
you, our next genera-
tion of leaders.”

Davis noted that 
his immediate plans 
are to visit the USG’s 
35 campuses to meet 
presidents, faculty, 

mately would be mea-
sured by its impact 
on students and on 
society. In particular, 
improving the reten-
tion and graduation of 
students and expand-
ing the System’s role in 
economic development 
will be key thrusts of 
Davis’ administration.

“In a world in which 
some countries are 
just beginning to real-
ize the dynamic power 
higher education holds 
to transform societ-
ies, our role in affirm-
ing that truth here 
in Georgia takes on a 
new, competitive ur-
gency,” Davis stated.

Davis officially as-
sumed his duties as the 
11th chancellor of the 
University System of 
Georgia on Mon., Feb. 
6. Gov. Perdue will for-
mally inaugurate Davis 
as chancellor later this 
year at a date to be 
determined. 
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