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Introduction

In 2007, the University System of Georgia (USG) prepared pre-licensure nursing students in
Bachelor of Science in Nursing (BSN) and Associate of Science in Nursing (ASN) degree
programs at 24 institutions. Twelve institutions granted BSN degrees and 12 granted ASN
degrees. In Spring 2007, the USG conducted a survey of nursing program deans and directors to
collect information on the minimum admissions requirements for students applying to these
programs. The survey questions covered the use of college GPA, test scores, and additional
requirements for admission into nursing programs in the USG. Each of the nursing programs
responded that their admissions standards are higher than the admissions standards to the
institution. This paper summarizes the results of the survey.

Grade Point Average

Of 23 institutions responding,* all considered a student’s college grade point average (GPA) for
nursing admission. The specific GPA used varied, with some institutions using the GPA based
on all attempted or earned hours, some using the GPA in science courses, and others using
various combinations of core courses or courses applicable to the nursing program. Calculating
the GPA based on all attempted hours includes grades for any hours registered for and not
withdrawn before the course drop deadline. Earned hours includes any hours for courses
receiving a grade of a “D” or higher. The responses for each institution are included in Appendix
1.

A majority of the nursing programs assessed a student’s overall college GPA based on the hours
attempted by the student. Of the 11 BSN degree programs responding, six looked at a student’s
overall college GPA based on hours attempted. The average minimum requirement for BSN
degree programs was 2.74, with values ranging from 2.50 to 3.00 using a 4.0 scale. Nine of the
12 ASN degree programs looked at a student’s GPA based on hours attempted. The average
minimum requirement for ASN degree programs was 2.25, with values ranging from 2.00 to
2.75.

1 23 of 24 programs responded to admissions questions in the survey.
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Several of the institutions assessed a student’s overall college GPA based on hours earned as a
criterion for admission into the nursing program. Four of the BSN degree programs and four of
the ASN degree programs evaluated a student’s college GPA based on hours earned. In the BSN
programs, the minimum requirement for college GPA based on hours earned ranged from 2.70 to
2.75, with an average of 2.73. In the ASN programs, the minimum requirement ranged from 2.00
to 2.50, with an average minimum college GPA of 2.13.

Another criterion used as an admissions requirement for nursing programs is college GPA in
science courses. In the BSN programs, six institutions assess a student’s GPA in science courses,
while only three ASN programs use this as criterion for admissions. In BSN programs, the GPA
minimum requirement for admission into the nursing program ranged from 2.00 to 2.70, with an
average minimum of 2.30. In ASN programs, the minimum GPA range was from 2.00 to 2.50,
with an average minimum of 2.33.

The most widely used GPA criterion for admissions is overall college GPA based on hours
attempted. Six of the BSN and nine of the ASN degree programs use this as an admissions
criterion. College GPA in science courses is the next most widely used criterion, followed by
overall college GPA based on hours earned. Table 1 and Figure 1 summarize the GPA
requirements for admissions into BSN and ASN nursing programs in the USG.

Table 1
College GPA Requirements for Admissions into Nursing Programs

Admissions Criterion Degree | Number of | Range of Average of
Level institutions | minimum minimum
using as requirement requirement
criterion*
Overall college GPA based on BSN 6 2.50 — 3.00 (n=6) 2.74
hours attempted ASN 9 2.00-2.75 (n=9) 2.25
Overall college GPA based on BSN 4 2.70 - 2.75 (n=2) 2.73
hours earned ASN 4 2.00-2.50 (n=4) 2.13
College GPA in science courses BSN 6 2.00 —2.70 (n=4) 2.30
ASN 3 2.00 — 2.50 (n=3) 2.33

*11 out of 12 BSN programs responded to the survey. All 12 ASN programs responded to the survey.
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Figure 1
College GPA Requirements for Admissions into Nursing Programs
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*11 out of 12 BSN programs responded to the survey. All 12 ASN programs
responded to the survey.

The majority of the institutions used only one GPA (either based on hours attempted, hours
earned, or in science courses). Five BSN and six ASN degree programs used only one of the
three types of GPA calculations. Four BSN and two ASN nursing programs used two of the three
types of GPA calculations, while only one BSN and two ASN degree programs used all three
calculations. On the other hand, one BSN program and two ASN programs did not use any of the
three types of GPA calculations as an admission criterion.

Test Scores

USG nursing programs use several different test scores as admissions criteria. Eight institutions
required SAT Reasoning Test (SAT) scores for admission; 11 institutions required Nurse
Entrance Test (NET) scores for admission; five institutions required the Test of English as a
Foreign Langue (TOEFL) for foreign students; four institutions required the Test of Essential
Academic Skills (TEAS); and one institution required Health Education Systems, Inc (HESI), a
test used to predict scores on NCLEX. Appendix 2 provides the results by institution for the
SAT, and Appendix 3 provides the results for the NET, TOEFL, and other entrance exams.

The SAT has three separate sections: Writing, Mathematics, and Critical Reading. Each is scored
on a scale of 200 to 800. Four ASN and four BSN degree programs require SAT scores as
admissions criteria. Of the nursing programs that require SAT scores higher than admission to
the college or university, four BSN and two ASN programs assess a student’s score in the SAT
Critical Reading score; three BSN and three ASN programs require the SAT Mathematics score;
and no BSN and two ASN programs assess the combined SAT score for Critical Reading and
Mathematics. The reported minimum scores for the SAT Mathematics section range from 200 to
450, while the reported minimum scores for the SAT Critical Reading section range from 200 to
400. For the combined SAT Critical Reading and Mathematics score, the reported minimum
scores range from 850 to 870.
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The NET is a computer-based test designed to evaluate student aptitude in seven areas including
basic math skills, science reading comprehension, and learning style. Seven BSN programs and
four ASN programs required NET scores for admission. The majority used scores from the
Reading and Math sections of the test, with one institution using the score from the Composite
section of the NET. The minimum required scores for Reading ranged from 43 to 70, and the
minimum required scores for Math ranged from 40 to 60. Each section of the NET is based on a
100-point scale. Several institutions used the national average on the NET as the minimum
required score for admission.

Several other test scores are used as admissions criteria at some USG institutions. Of the
institutions that responded that they do not use NET scores as admissions criteria, two BSN and
two ASN programs used TEAS scores, and one ASN institution used a minimum score on the
HESI test. Two BSN and five ASN programs did not require scores from any of the NET, TEAS,
or HESI tests. Three BSN and two ASN nursing programs used TOEFL scores for non-native
English speakers. Figure 2 presents the test requirements for admissions into nursing programs
for ASN and BSN degree programs.

Figure 2
Test Requirements for Admissions into Nursing Programs
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*11 out of 12 BSN programs responded to the survey. All 12 ASN programs
responded to the survey.

Additional Requirements

Institutions have other requirements for admissions into the nursing program. Nursing program
deans and directors were asked to indicate whether an interview and/or recommendations are
required for admissions to the nursing program. Five institutions required an interview and four
required recommendations for nursing program admission. Figure 3 presents these results by
degree program level.
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Figure 3
Requirements for Interviews and Recommendations
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*11 out of 12 BSN programs responded to the survey. All 12 ASN programs
responded to the survey.

Several other criteria were identified as being used for admissions to nursing programs at USG
institutions. Two institutions required students to pass the Regents' Test before admission to the
nursing program. Several others required a minimum GPA in courses required for the nursing
degree or a selected GPA based on other specific courses. Other institutions required prospective
students to submit essays on topics such as why the student wishes to be a nurse or an essay on a
specific health or social issue. One institution also assessed a student’s career goals and
leadership activities. The responses to these questions by institution are presented in Appendix 4.

Wait Lists

A small percentage of institutions maintained a wait list of qualified applicants for those
applicants not accepted in the semester for which they applied for admissions. Five BSN
programs and four ASN programs maintained wait lists. Of these, only two ASN programs
considered students on the wait list for admissions before new applicants. Institutions that
maintained a wait list used them only for the current semester and did not carry the list over to a
new term. Table 2 presents the number of programs with wait lists and the range for the number
of students on the wait list for Fall 2006. Appendix 5 presents the results by institution.

Table 2
Walit Lists for Admissions into Nursing Programs

Degree | Number of Range of number of students

Level institutions* | on wait list for Fall 2006
Maintain a wait list of qualified | BSN 5 4 to 34 (n=5)
applicants ASN 4 18 to 251 (n=4)

*11 out of 12 BSN programs responded to the survey. All 12 ASN programs responded to the survey.
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Admission Timing

The survey asked respondents to indicate when a student may gain admission to the nursing
degree program. None of the BSN degree programs and only four of the ASN degree programs
admit a nursing student simultaneously with admission to the institution. The remaining 20
institutions indicated that a student must first be admitted to the institution and then be admitted
to the nursing program. Of these, two BSN programs and seven of the ASN programs required a
student to have completed a specified number of hours at the institution prior to being admitted
into the nursing program. The BSN degree programs required anywhere from 36 to 45 hours
completed at the institution, while the ASN degree programs required between nine and 21 hours
prior to admission into the nursing program. Five of the BSN programs and one of the ASN
degree programs required students to have completed the Core Curriculum (Areas A-E) prior to
gaining admission to the nursing program. Further, one BSN degree program admitted students
following their sophomore year. Figure 4 provides the summary results.

Figure 4
Admissions Timing for Nursing Programs
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Other admissions timing requirements used by different nursing programs include completion of
certain courses such as Area F of the Core Curriculum or required science courses and/or passing
the Regents’ Test. The full results from each institution are in Appendix 6.
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Appendix 1
University System of Georgia

Admissions Criteria for Nursing Programs

College GPA Requirements

Institutions and Sectors

Overall College GPA

College GPA in Science

Based on Hours Attempted Based on Hours Earned Courses
Required Required Required
for Minimum for Minimum for Minimum
Admission? Requirement | Admission? Requirement | Admission? Requirement

BSN Degree Programs

Albany State University No -- Yes 2.75 No
Armstrong Atlantic State University Yes 2.70 Yes 2.70 Yes 2.70
Clayton State University Yes 2.50 No -- Yes 2.50
Columbus State University No -- No -- No
Georgia College & State University NR NR NR NR NR NR
Georgia Southern University Yes 3.00 No -- Yes 2.00
Georgia Southwestern State University Yes 2.70 No -- Yes
Georgia State University No -- No -- Yes 2.00
Kennesaw State University No -- Yes -- Yes
Medical College of Georgia Yes 2.80 No -- No
University of West Georgia Yes 2.75 No -- No
Valdosta State University No -- Yes -- No

ASN Degree Programs
Abraham Baldwin Agricultural College Yes 2.50 No -- No --
Augusta State University Yes 2.00 Yes 2.50 No -
Coastal Georgia Community College* No -- No -- No --
Dalton State College Yes 2.50 No -- No --
Darton College Yes 2.50 No -- No --
Georgia Highlands College No -- No -- No --
Georgia Perimeter College Yes 2.00 Yes 2.00 Yes 2.50
Gordon College Yes 2.00 Yes 2.00 Yes 2.00
Macon State College Yes 2.00 Yes 2.00 No --
Middle Georgia College No - No - Yes 2.50
North Georgia College & State University Yes 2.75 No -- No --
South Georgia College Yes 2.00 No -- No --
! Now College of Coastal Georgia

Page 7 of 19

September 2008




Appendix 2

University System of Georgia

Admissions Criteria for Nursing Programs

SAT Test Scores

SAT V (Higher than
Admission to
College/University)

SAT M (Higher than
Admission to
College/University)

Combined SAT Verbal
Plus SAT Math (Higher
than Admission to
College/University)

Required Required Required

for Minimum for Minimum for Minimum

Institutions and Sectors Admission? | Requirement | Admission? | Requirement | Admission? | Requirement
BSN Degree Programs
Albany State University No - No -- No -
Armstrong Atlantic State University No -- No -- No --
Clayton State University No -- No -- No --
Columbus State University No -- No -- No --
Georgia College & State University NR NR NR NR NR NR
Georgia Southern University No -- No -- No --
Georgia Southwestern State University Yes -- Yes -- No --
Georgia State University Yes 430 Yes 400 No --
Kennesaw State University Yes -- Yes -- No --
Medical College of Georgia Yes 450 No -- No --
University of West Georgia No -- No -- No --
Valdosta State University No -- No -- No --
ASN Degree Programs

Abraham Baldwin Agricultural College No -- Yes ACT 18 Yes 850 V+M
Augusta State University No -- No -- No --
Coastal Georgia Community College* No -- No -- No --
Dalton State College No -- No -- No --
Darton College No -- No -- Yes 870 V+M*
Georgia Highlands College No -- No -- No --
Georgia Perimeter College No -- No -- No --
Gordon College No -- No -- No --
Macon State College No -- No -- No --
Middle Georgia College No -- No -- No --
North Georgia College & State University Yes 400 Yes 400 No --
South Georgia College Yes 200 Yes 200 No --

*The equivalent of a combined SAT of 870 on V+M is 19 on ACT, and that is also acceptable for admission at Darton College.

! Now College of Coastal Georgia
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Appendix 3

University System of Georgia
Admissions Criteria for Nursing Programs
Nursing and Other Test Scores

NET Score TOEFL Other Entrance Exam
Required for Minimum Required for Minimum Required for Nz;?e Minimum
i - i . i -
Institutions and Sectors Admission? | Requirement | Admission? | Requirement | Admission? Exam Requirement
BSN Degree Programs
L Reading, 70;
Albany State University Yes Math. 50 No -- No -- --
Armstrong Atlantic State Reading, 60; _ _ _
University es Math, 60 No No
N Reading, 60;
Clayton State University Yes Math, 40 No -- No -- --
Columbus State University No -- No -- No -- --
Ge(_)rgla_College & State NR NR NR NR NR NR NR
University
Ge(_)rgla_Southern Yes National No _ No _ _
University average
Georgia Southwestern
State University Yes No B NR NR NR
. ) 550, paper;
Georgia State University Yes Reading, 43; Yes 213, No -- No
Math, 43
computer
Kennesaw State University No -- Yes NR Yes TEf‘S Leygl I
Proficiency
. 550, paper;
Medlcgl College of No _ Yes 213, No _ _
Georgia
computer
University of West Georgia No -- No -- Yes TE,:A‘S stlonal
ean
Valdosta State University Yes National No -- No -- --
average

* Test of Essential Academic Skills (TEAS) produced by Assessment Technologies Institute (ATI)

Page 9 of 19
September 2008




NET Score TOEFL Other Entrance Exam
. . . - . Minimum
Required for Minimum Required for | Minimum | Required for | Name Require-
Institutions and Sectors Admission? | Requirement | Admission? | Requirement | Admission? | of Exam ment
ASN Degree Program
Abraham Baldwin
Agricultural College No B No B No B
Augusta State University No -- No -- No --
Coastal Georgia
Community College’ No B No B No B
Dalton State College No -- No -- No --
_Nurs- Highest
ing pre- :
' dmis- percentile
480 paper; aa scores
Darton Coll N % 157 Y o
arton College ° - es computer; €s Highest
54 internet HES|** | Scores for
seats
available
Georgia Highlands College No -- No -- No --
Composite
Georgia Perimeter College Yes 60; Reading Yes 550 No --
56
Gordon College No -- No -- Yes TEAS*
Macon State College Yes 60 No -- No --
] . Reading, 60; . -
Middle Georgia College Yes Math. 60 No No
North Georgia College & -
State University No B No B es TEAS* | NR
South Georgia College Yes Infoc:m?/tlon No -- No --

* Test of Essential Academic Skills (TEAS) produced by Assessment Technologies Institute (ATI)

**HESI (Health Education Systems, Inc.) provides a test used to predict how students will perform on the NCLEX examination.

! Now College of Coastal Georgia
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Appendix 4
University System of Georgia
Admissions Criteria for Nursing Programs
Additional Requirements

Interview Recommendations Additional Requirements
Required for Required for Required for Type of Additional
Institutions and Sectors Admission? Admission? Admission? Requirement
BSN Degree Programs
Albany State University No No Yes Regents Exam passed
within 2 attempts
Armstrong Atlantic State University No No No
Clayton State University Yes No No
Columbus State University No Yes (3) Yes Pre-Nursing GPA of
2.75, calculated by
counting only those
courses required for
BSN degree.
Georgia College & State University NR NR NR
Georgia Southern University No No Yes Essay on why student
wishes to be a nurse
Georgia Southwestern State University NR NR NR
Georgia State University Yes Yes (2) Yes Essay on a health or
social issue
Kennesaw State University Yes No No
Medical College of Georgia No Yes (2) Yes Career goals and
leadership activities
University of West Georgia No No Yes Selected GPA (selected
courses - English, math,
and sciences)
Valdosta State University No No Yes Not specified
ASN Degree Programs
Abraham Baldwin Agricultural College No No No
Augusta State University Yes Yes No
Coastal Georgia Community College® No No Yes Pass BIOL 1110, ENGL
1101 and PSCH 1101
with a grade of C or
better, pass both parts of
the Regents Reading and
Writing Competency
Examination, and have
at least a 2.5 GPA in all
academic courses
required for nursing.
! Now College of Coastal Georgia
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Interview Recommendations Additional Requirements
Required for Required for Required for Type of Additional

Institutions and Sectors Admission? Admission? Admission? Requirement

Dalton State College No No No

Darton College No No No

Georgia Highlands College No No Yes GPA in required core
based on hours
attempted

Georgia Perimeter College Yes No No

Gordon College No No Yes Recalculated GPA

Macon State College No No Yes Deduction of 0.5 off of
GPA if student has
repeated in sciences,
math, or English

Middle Georgia College No No No

North Georgia College & State University No No Yes Application to nursing in
addition to application to
the university

South Georgia College No No No
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Appendix 5

University Sys

tem of Georgia

General Information--Wait Lists

Admissions Criteria for Nursing Programs

Are students

If "yes," on the wait
Are admissions how many list consid-
standards to Do you maintain students ered for How long is
program higher a wait list of were on the admission a student
than to qualified wait list for | before new kept on the
Institutions and Sectors institution? applicants? Fall 2006? applicants? wait list?
BSN Degree Programs
Albany State University Yes No NA NA NA
Armstrong Atlantic State University NR Yes 30 NR NR
Clayton State University Yes Yes 10 No For that
admission
period only
Columbus State University Yes No NA NR Until Fall
Semester
begins (then
students
must
reapply the
next year)
Georgia College & State University NR NR NR NR NR
Georgia Southern University Yes No NA NA NA
Georgia Southwestern State University Yes Yes 4 No 3 months
Georgia State University NR Yes 34 No Until the
first day of
the term--
list does not
carry over to
next term
Kennesaw State University Yes Yes 30 No Only for the
semester
applied for
Medical College of Georgia Yes No NA* NA NA
University of West Georgia Yes No NA NA NA
Valdosta State University Yes No NA NA NA

*Students are only admitted in summer. MCG uses an alternate list until class is filled; then regrets are sent to alternates.
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Avre students
If "yes," on the wait
Are admissions how many list consid-
standards to Do you maintain students ered for How long is
program higher a wait list of were on the admission a student
than to qualified wait list for | before new kept on the
Institutions and Sectors institution? applicants? Fall 2006? | applicants? wait list?
ASN Degree Programs
Abraham Baldwin Agricultural College Yes No NA NA NA
Augusta State University Yes No NA NA NA
Coastal Georgia Community College® Yes No NA NA NA
Dalton State College Yes No NA NA NA
Darton College Yes Yes 20 Yes 1 semester
Georgia Highlands College Yes No NA NA NA
Georgia Perimeter College Yes No NA NA NA
Gordon College Yes Yes 18 Yes 1 month
Macon State College Yes Yes 20 No 1 admission
cycle
Middle Georgia College Yes No NA NA NA
North Georgia College & State University Yes Yes 251 No 5 months
until Fall
semester
starts.
Those on
the wait list
must indi-
cate desire
to be con-
sidered for
the next
year. If so,
they are
placed in
applicant
pool with
new appli-
cants for the
next year.
South Georgia College Yes No NA NA NA
! Now College of Coastal Georgia
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Appendix 6
University System of Georgia
Admissions Criteria for Nursing Programs

General Information--Admission Timing

Institutions and Sectors

When in the student's degree program may a student gain admission to your nursing degree
program?

Simultaneous
with
admission to
institution

Following
completion
of specified
number of
hours

How
many
hours?

Following
completion
of Core
Curriculum
(Areas A-E)

How
much
Core?

Following
the
sophomore
year

Other

Specific other
Requirements

BSN Degree Programs

Albany State University

No

No

No

No

Yes

Completion
of 4 of 5
required
sciences and
Regents Test

Armstrong Atlantic State
University

No

No

No

Yes

No

Clayton State University

No

No

No

No

Yes

Completion
of Core A-E,
Area F pre-
requisites,
Regents
Test,
legislative
require-
ments, NET

Columbus State University

No

No

No

No

Yes

After
completing
Area F
courses and
most of
areas A-
E...may
have up to 9
hours left to
take Area A-
E, except
math and
English,
which must
be taken
before
nursing
admission.

Georgia College & State
University

NR

NR

NR

NR

NR

NR

NR

NR
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Institutions and Sectors

When in the student's degree program may a student gain admission to your nursing degree
program?

Simultaneous
with
admission to
institution

Following
completion
of specified
number of
hours

How
many
hours?

Following
completion
of Core
Curriculum
(Areas A-E)

How
much
Core?

Following

the

sophomore

year

Other

Specific other
Requirements

Georgia Southern University

No

Yes

45

Yes

12 of 20
hours of
required
lab
science
course
work

No

No

Georgia Southwestern State
University

No

No

Yes

No

No

Georgia State University

No

No

No

No

No

Students
applying to
traditional
program can
gain admis-
sion at the
end of their
freshman
year; stu-
dents apply-
ing to the
accelerated
program can
gain admis-
sion after all
prerequisite
course are
completed.

Kennesaw State University

No

No

No

No

Yes

Completion
of 12
prerequisite
courses:
SOCI 2105 or
2201, ENGL
1101, 1102,
MATH 1101,
1107, CHEM
1151/Lab,
1152/Lab,
PSYCH 2105
or 2201,
3305, BIOL
2221/Lab,
2222/Lab,
2261.
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When in the student's degree program may a student gain admission to your nursing degree

program?
Following Following
Simultaneous | completion completion
with of specified | How of Core How Following
admissionto | number of many | Curriculum much | sophomore Specific other
Institutions and Sectors institution hours hours? | (Areas A-E) Core? | year Other | Requirements
Medical College of Georgia No No Yes No No
University of West Georgia No Yes 36 Yes No No
Valdosta State University No No Yes No No
ASN Degree Programs
Abraham Baldwin No Yes 9 hrs if No No No
Agricultural College SAT
>850;
20 hrs if
SAT<
850
Augusta State University No Yes 14 No No No
credit
hours
(ENG
1101/
1102;
Math
1111;
COMS
1010;
Psych
2103)
Coastal Georgia Community No Yes 10 No No Yes | Fall semes-
College! ter only
Dalton State College Yes No No No Yes | Students are
automatically
considered in
our program
and are
advised by
division
faculty - there
is a selection
process to
actually start
the nursing
courses
Darton College Yes Yes 10+ hrs No 5 No No
if SAT clas-
>870 ses to
in-
clude
A&P
|

! Now College of Coastal Georgia
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When in the student's degree program may a student gain admission to your nursing degree

program?
Following
Following completion
Simultaneous | completion of Core Following
with of specified | How Curriculum | How | the
admissionto | number of many (Areas A- much | sophomore Specific other
Institutions and Sectors institution hours hours? E) Core? | year Other | Requirements
Georgia Highlands College No Yes No No No No
specific
number
of hours,
but
students
with
more
hours are
more
competi-
tive
Georgia Perimeter College No No No No Yes | Following
completion
of A& P |
Gordon College No No No No Yes | After
acceptance
to college
and applica-
tion to
nursing
program.
Macon State College No No No No Yes | After
completion
of Math
1111, A&P
I, and A&P
I
Middle Georgia College No Yes 12 hours Yes Are No No
mini- F:
mum BIO
25 L
GPA 2113
North Georgia College & Yes No No No Yes | Based on
State University scores on
admission
profile
South Georgia College Yes Yes 21 No No No
credit
hours
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