GeorgiaFIRST HRMS 7.51

The GeorgiaFIRST HRMS Project production release of PeopleSoft HRMS 7.51 is now being deployed. As you are aware, this is a major point upgrade. The project team has been working for a number of months to prepare for the upgrade. A test upgrade of each institution’s database has been performed. While the production application is a single-source model, there are variables in the table setup and local environment. This test upgrade helps to insure the successful delivery of the subsequent production upgrade. Each institution has been provided an opportunity to examine and test the new version. We are happy to report a successful institutional test of the application. The project team wishes to express sincere appreciation for the diligent efforts undertaken by institutional staff to insure the quality and effectiveness of the delivered product.

Delivery of the production upgrades will now commence. At the scheduled time, the institution’s production database will be taken off-line for upgrade. The database will be unavailable during this period. A copy of the database will be saved off and the update script begun. This update will include over 500 PeopleSoft delivered fixes as well as GeorgiaFIRST Project modifications to the baseline product. As with the test upgrade, estimated time for completion of the production upgrade for each institution is four days. The schedule for the production upgrade is attached.

As with the test release, a GeorgiaFIRST HRMS Project functional analyst will be in direct communication with each institution as they prepare to go live on 7.51. This communication will include discussions of the schedule, the task list, and logistics of the upgrade.

Documentation:

New to this upgrade will be the documentation delivery method. A website, the USG – EAS – HRMS/GeorgiaFIRST homepage (http://www.usg.edu:8087/HRMS/HRMS.home) has been established for access to revised business processes as well as other functional and technical release documentation. This is a pilot site that will evolve over time and your comments for improvement are welcomed. This site may be subject to short periods of unavailability. At this site you will be able to access information relating to prior releases as well as the current release of HRMS 7.51. You may wish to pay particular attention to the following documents available from the 7.51 Upgrade Documentation link on the USG – EAS – HRMS/GeorgiaFIRST homepage:

(1) 7.51 Overview - This overview document (rev. 07/06/01) summarizes the major changes between HRMS versions 7.51 and 7.02.

(2) Payroll Task List - This task list has been updated to reflect the menu and panel changes from versions 7.02 to 7.51.

(3) 7.51 Modified Tables

(4) 7.51 Menu, Panel, Field Comparison

(5) HR 7.51:  GeorgiaFIRST Model Security Update

(6) PeopleSoft HRMS 7.51 Server Installer and Instructions

Technical Notes:

The PeopleSoft HRMS 7.51 upgrade will require:

1. Full version file server installation.  This file server installation will be significantly different from previous PeopleSoft HRMS installations. OIIT has revised its recommended software specification for client workstations that run PeopleSoft HRMS or PeopleSoft Financials and Banner 5.   Details are available in the Instructions for the PeopleSoft HRMS 7.51 Installation document referenced above.  In addition to the URL provided above, these instructions will be made available via the EAS website.  The specific URL for this website will be provided at a later date.

2. Workstation installation for each user.  This will have to be carefully coordinated by the technical support staff and the functional users.  Because of the scheduled downtime, functional users may be working non-standard hours in order to accomplish their usual payroll and HR tasks.  As such, it is imperative that the workstation installations be completed prior to availability of the live production database. 

The above information has been forwarded to each institution’s functional and technical contact for the PeopleSoft HRMS 7.51 upgrade project.  It was suggested that these tasks be performed during the scheduled downtime in which their database is being upgraded to 7.51.  The PeopleSoft HR 7.51 Server Installer and Instructions will be available at the following address: http://swdist.gafirst.usg.edu/hr .  Please be aware that the distribution server has changed.  This means that you must obtain a new user name and password for this new distribution server by contacting OIIT Customer Services by phone at 1-888-875-3697 or by e-mail at helpdesk@peachnet.edu. 

Future Releases:

The GeorgiaFIRST PeopleSoft HRMS 7.51 Release 2.02 is scheduled for release the week of August 27, 2001.  This release will include PeopleSoft Tax Updates 01A, 01B, 01C, and 01D.  Among other items, this release will include the federal withholding rate changes published in IRS publication 15-T as a result of the Economic Growth and Tax Relief Reconciliation Act of 2001.

