


representation from each of the School’s departments. It was extensively reviewed by the
Associate Dean of the School of Public and International Affairs and following
recommended revisions has earned my approval. Thus, my'recommendati‘on reflects

. broad faculty participation and support.

The proposal states that few, if any, new resources will be required to implement
the degree program. This is a credible statement that should be taken at face value
because resources required for this program have already been put in place. During the
past five years the Office of the Dean has authorized recruitment of several new faculty
positions in the Department of International Affairs in anticipation of the new
undergraduate degree program and this proposed graduate degree program. The
Department already has several graduate teaching assistantships and a few graduate
research assistantships that will be useful for recruitment. However, it is assumed that
fewer students seeklng admission to the MIP program compared with the M.A. and Ph.D.
programs will require assistantships as a condition of enrollment. Further, the curriculum
is almost entirely in place as a result of work done when International Affairs was
established as a new department in 2002-03. '

The faculty of the Department of International Affairs is strong. The senior
faculty includes the Dean Rusk Professor, a Regents Professor and two University
Professors. The department has one Josiah Meigs Distinguished Teaching Professor and
two Richard B. Russell Teaching Award recipients. The research product1v1ty ofj ]unlor
faculty bodes well for the future of the department.

" In short, I believe this is an academically sound degree proposal; there is a market
for the degree; the faculty is highly qualified to offer the program; and the required
resources are already in place. The target starting date is the 2008 fall semester.

Thank you for considering this graduate degree proposal It has my strong
_support.

Sincerely,

Thomas P. Lauth
Dean

! The Department of International Affairs and the Department of Political Science, also in the School of
Public and International Affairs, jointly offer M. A. and Ph.D. degree programs.
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The University of Georgia

School of Public and International Affairs
Department of International Affairs

Dr. Thomas P. Lauth
Dean, School of Public & International Affairs
204 Candler Hall

Dear Dean Lauth:

We are pleased to offer a proposal for a new graduate degree program: Master of
International Policy (MIP). Our proposal for the establishment of the MIP within the
recently created Department of International Affairs represents continuity with, and
formalization of, already existing offerings and programs within the School of Public and
International Affairs (SPIA). Such a program was envisioned at the creation of SPIA.

As indicated in more detail in our proposal, this new degree prepares students for
applied and policy-oriented careers in fields like foreign policy, security policy and
international development. This degree is thus distinct from our existing M.A. and Ph.D.
programs (offered jointly with Political Science) that train students for careers in research
and teaching at the college/university level. Our proposal reflects the rising demand
nationwide for graduate-level, practically-oriented advanced degrees that prepare
students for employment in these areas. Increasingly, a masters degree has become an
entry-level degree for students wishing to pursue such policy-oriented careers. The
proposal therefore responds to this rising demand and the requirement of an advanced
degree to begin an international affairs career.

The degree was anticipated in, and grows logically out of, the original creation of
the separate Department of International Affairs as part of the School of Public and
International Affairs in 2001. From the beginning it was expected and anticipated that
this new department, carved out of the long-existing Political Science Department, with
its already existing faculty, students, and program in foreign policy, international
relations, and comparative politics, would develop not only an undergraduate BA degree
(approved in 2004) but also an applied graduate degree in international affairs. In this
sense, the present degree proposal is both the confirmation and ratification of existing
program offerings, and the culmination of a planned process anticipated in the creation of
SPIA and this new department

The Department of International Affairs is staffed with a first-rate faculty
including leading scholars in fields ranging from foreign policy, to globalization, to
security. The Department currently offers a menu of graduate seminars sufficient to
educate and train students in applied careers. Because the MIP draws from existing
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strengths within the Department of International Affairs, it requires no additional
resources external to SPIA.

As detailed in our proposal, we anticipate a program that will add to the existing
strengths within SPIA, will bring credit to the larger UGA community, and will serve the
needs of citizens in the State of Georgia. This proposal outlines a degree that is distinct
from anything offered at UGA at present or through other University System institutions.
The faculty in the Department of International Affairs is uniformly dedicated to ensure
the success of the MIP.

Thank you for your attention and consideration in this matter.

Sincerely yours,

Departm¢nt of International Affairs
School of Public and International Affairs
University of Georgia



