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Perhaps the greatest potential source of new students for the program, however, is
the more than 300 ‘undeclared’ students who have not yet been exposed and turned
on to earth or space science. During the past decade, the Geology program at
Columbus State University has suffered from a lack of degree marketing, resulting in
a decline in majors and graduates from the program. In preparation for this degree
proposal, faculty members in the Department of Chemistry and Geology proposed
two new introductory courses, Natural Disasters and Understanding the Weather, in
an attempt to garner interest in earth science and attract students to the degree.
Both of these courses, added to the CSU core curriculum for the 2008-2009
academic year, take advantage of student's natural curiosity of the world around
them, especially the more dynamic and destructive aspects: volcanoes, earthquakes,
hurricanes, tornadoes, extraterrestrial impacts, tsunami, etc.. We believe that by
exposing students to the stimulating nature of earth and space science, we can
dispel the misconception that scientific endeavors are boring and irrelevant.

In concert, we must make students aware of the high salaries and significant demand
for scientists in fields like hydrology, environmental science, and energy-resource
exploration. As concerns over environmental degradation, mineral-energy and water
shortages, and global climate change increase, the number of employment
opportunities for trained scientists will increase, both in the public and private sector.
Because rapid population growth results in more competition for available land and
resources, the need for scientists to regulate, interpret, and oversee compliance with
complex environmental laws assure a growing job market for graduates of an Earth
and Space Science degree program. Additionally, alerting students to the
opportunities to apply for scholarships and service-cancelable loans available to
those interested in preparing for middle and secondary grades education training
should result in a sizeable group of students interested in pursuing the Secondary
Education track of the proposed B.S. Earth and Space Science. In short, the
coursework and faculty in this program have the potential to capture the imagination
of students not traditionally science-oriented, drawing them into a degree program
which provides them with many and varied options following graduation.

This degree can be marketed aggressively to service area high schools without fear
of negatively impacting or duplicating other programs already in place because this
would be the first Earth and Space Science program in the University System of
Georgia and because there are currently no institutions in the CSU nine-county
service area that offer degrees in any type of earth or space science.

Are there other similar programs in the USG system? List the institutions that
offer a similar program.

The proposed Earth and Space Science program will be unique in the state and will
not require collaborative arrangements with other institution. It is not designed to
compete with other USG institutions but instead to attract additional students to
STEM majors.

If similar programs are geographically nearby, how does your proposed
program differ?

NA
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Budget

Estimate the steady-state cost of the program (in current dollars) and indicate
the percentages from state allocation, reallocation, student fees, grants, and
other outside dollars.

Since the program will replace our current BS Geology and BS Geology & Teacher
Certification programs, we do not anticipate additional start up costs. The ongoing
funding for the new program will be reallocated from the current Geology programs
and we do not anticipate additional costs in the first five years. in 2006, the Cost per
Credit Hour (CpCH) for the Geology programs was $159, which is more cost effective
than the institution and the department as a whole.

No additional facilities needed.

Will the program require the addition of a hew organizational unit to the
institution (e.g., college, school, division or department)?

No, the program will be administered through the Department of Chemistry and
Geology within the College of Science.

Will the program require additional resources? How do you plan to reallocate
resources for this proposed program?

Since the program will replace our current BS Geology and BS Geology & Teacher
Certification programs, we do not anticipate additional costs.

Other

Please share additional information that you seek to add concerning the
proposed program before you submit the Declaration of intent.

The delivery of the curriculum will be consistent with the currently utilized formats in
our Geology and Geology Education program, which consists of primarily face-to-
face delivery with occasional study abroad and undergraduate research
opportunities.

In addition, CSU believes this new program will play a critical role in the success of
the USG STEM Initiative, designed to increase the recruitment and retention of
students in science related disciplines. This proposed change in curriculum was one
of the goals included in the CSU STEM Initiative Proposal in the Fall 2007, which
was ranked in the "top tier" of proposals submitted by Georgia institutions. Since the
USG hopes to double the number of graduates in programs such as these by 2013,
we are committed to fully market and implement this program as soon as it is
approved to help the system and CSU achieve this goal.
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